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Bush announces mortgage rate freeze plan 


By MARTIN CRUTSINGER 
AP Economics Writer 

WASHINGTON (AP) - Hundreds 
of thousands of strapped 
American homeowners could get 
some relief from a plan negotiated 
by the Bush administration to 
freeze interest rates on subprime 
mortgages that are scheduled to 
rise in the coming months. 
“There is no perfect solution,” 
President George W. Bush said 
Thursday as he announced an 
agreement hammered out with 
the mortgage industry. 

“The homeowners deserve our 
help. The steps I’ve outlined 
today are a sensible response to a 
serious challenge,” he said about 
the effort to prevent the housing 
crisis from pushing the U.S. 
economy into a recession. 

Bush has been accused of moving 
too slowly to address a crisis 
that has spread to the broader 
financial market. 

But he also was careful not to 
sound as if he were imposing a 
go vernment solution and violating 
his free-market principles. He 


INSIDE TODAY 
SPORTS NEWS 


SENATE APPROVES 



Robitaille, center, celebrates 
with teammate Andrej 
Meszaros, of Slovakia, (14) and 
Dany Heatley, of Germany, 
rear, after scoring a goal 
during the first period of an 
NHL hockey game against the 
Florida Panthers Wednesday, 
Dec. 5, 2007, in Sunrise, Fla. 
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billed his plan as a voluntary, 
private-sector arrangement that 
involves no government money. 
“We should not bail out lenders, 
real estate speculators or those 
made the reckless decision to 
buy a home they knew they could 
never afford,” Bush said after 
meeting with industry leaders at 
the White House. “But there are 
some responsible homeowners 
who could avoid foreclosure 
with some assistance.” 

Bush said 1.2 million people 
could be eligible for help. But 
only a fraction will be subject 
to the rate freeze. Others would 
get assistance in refinancing 
with their lenders and moving 
into loans secured by the Federal 
Housing Administration, Bush 
said. 

Also, the aid will only come to 
those who ask for it, he said. 
Thousands of borrowers who are 
falling behind on their payments 
have been sent letters about the 
options, and Bush also urged 
people to call a new phone 
hotline. 



President Bush, center, accompanied by Treasury Secretary Henry Paulson, right, and Housing 
and Urban Development Secretary Alphonso Jackson, as he makes a statement about subprime 
mortgages, Thursday, Dec. 6, 2007, in the Roosevelt Room of the White House. 

Associated Press 


The announcement followed the foreclosures surged to an all- period. 

news earlier Thursday that home time high in the July-September Continued on Page 4 


Rice discusses Tehran with Russia, NATO allies 


Sarkozy, Merkel say 
Iran remains 'danger ’ 

By MATTHEW LEE 
Associated Press Writer 

BRUSSELS, Belgium (AP) - U.S. Secretary of State Condoleezza 
Rice won support Thursday from two key European allies, France and 
Germany, whose leaders urged continued pressure on Iran, saying the 
country remains a “danger.” 

“I think we are in a process and that Iran continues to pose a danger,” 
German Chancellor Angela Merkel said in Paris at a joint news 
conference with French President Nicolas Sarkozy in response to a 
new U.S. intelligence report indicating Iran stopped nuclear weapons 
development in 2003. 

Merkel did not specifically express support for a new U.N. sanctions 
resolution against Iran but said: “We and our partners would like 
to continue with the U.N. process.” She and Sarkozy urged a two¬ 
pronged approach of pressure and negotiations. 

Sarkozy backed the U.S.-led push for sanctions, saying: “The threat 
exists.” 

“I don’t see why we should renounce sanctions,” he said. 
“Notwithstanding the latest elements, everyone is fully conscious of 
the fact that there is a will of the Iranian leaders to obtain nuclear 
weapons. 

“What made Iran move up to now ... was sanctions and firmness,” he 
said. Sarkozy urged a “coherent” international stance on sanctions, 
and Merkel said: “I share this position.” 

Rice, meanwhile, began talks in Brussels with European and Russian 
officials to urge greater international pressure on Iran to halt uranium 
enrichment and answer questions about its nuclear programs. 

The talks are Rice’s first face-to-face sessions with world powers now 
considering new U.N. sanctions on Iran over its nuclear program since 
the National Intelligence Estimate was released Monday. 

Continued on Page 7 



Belgium’s Foreign Affairs Minister Karel De Gucht, right, poses 
for photographers with US State Secretary Condoleezza Rice, 
left, prior attending a Transatlantic working dinner held at the 
Egmont Palace in Brussels, Thursday Dec. 6, 2007. 

Associated Press 
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House approves energy bill 


By H. JOSEF HEBERT 
Associated Press Writer 

WASHINGTON - The House 

House Speaker Nancy Pelosi 
of Calif., joins, from left, Rep. 
Vic Snyder, D-Ark., Rep. Mike 
Castle, R-Del., and Rep. John 
Lewis, D-Ga., during a news 
conference on Capitol Hill in 
Washington, Thursday, Dec. 6, 
2007, for the Little Rock Central 
High School Desegregation 50th 
Anniversary Commemorative 
Silver Dollar. 

Associated Press 
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of Representatives approved the 
first increase in U.S. government 
automobile fuel efficiency 
requirements in three decades 
Thursday as part of an energy 
bill that also repeals billions of 
dollars oil company tax breaks 
and encourages use of renewable 
fuels. 

The bill, passed by a vote of 
235-181, faces a certain delaying 
debate in the Senate and a veto 
threat from the White House. 
Democrats characterized the 
legislation as “a new direction” 
in U.S. energy policy away from 
dependence on fossil fuels. But 
Republicans said the actions 
amount to government mandates 
that would lead to higher energy 
prices, while doing little to 
produce more domestic oil or 
natural gas - fuels they say will 
remain essential for decades to 
come. 

“We will send our energy dollars 
to the Midwest, not the Middle 
East,” countered the leader of the 
House, Speaker Nancy Pelosi, 
referring to the bill’s emphasis 
on promoting renewable energy 
sources, especially ethanol, 
which would see a sevenfold 
increase by 2022 to 36 billion 
gallons a year. 

“The point of this is, are we 
about the past or are we about 
the future,” declared Pelosi, a 
Democrat. 

The bill would roll back $13.5 
billion in tax breaks enjoyed by 
the five largest U.S. oil companies 
with the money to be used for 
tax incentives for development 
of renewable energy, including 
cellulosic ethanol from grasses 
and wood chips and biodiesel, 
and to spur energy efficiency 
programs and conservation. 
“There’s nothing in here that’s 
going to lower gas prices in 
America ... nothing that is going 
to help American families deal 
with heating costs this winter ... 
nothing to increase production,” 
complained Republican leader 
John Boehner. 

The centerpiece of the bill is a 
requirement to boost automobile 
fuel economy by 40 percent to 
an industry average of 35 miles 
per gallon by 2020, the first 


such increase since 1975 when 
Congress enacted the federal auto 
fuel economy requirements. 
Pelosi garnered enough support 
to assure passage by working out 
a deal with Rep. John Dingell, a 
Democrat and longtime staunch 
protector of the auto industry. 
Dingell more than a year ago 
warned auto executives the tide 
had turned on fuel economy 
and it was inevitable stricter 
requirement were in the offing. 
He got some concessions to help 
the industry in return for his 
support of the bill. 

The White House said if Congress 
passes the bill President George 
W. Bush will be advised to veto 
it. 

“The bill raises taxes in a way that 
will increase energy costs facing 
consumers,” the White House said 
a statement, calling the new taxes 
on the oil companies unfairly 
“punitive” to a single industry. 
The White House also objected 
to the requirement for U.S. 
electric utilities to use renewable 
fuels such as wind and solar 
to generate 15 percent of their 
electricity, saying some region’s 
cannot comply to such a mandate 
without higher electricity costs. 
Pelosi was determined to get the 
bill through the House this week 
with Senate action likely next 
week before lawmakers depart 
for the holiday recess. 

Her decision to insist on including 
the tax increases on oil companies 
- costing them $13.5 billion in 
taxes over 10 years - surprised 
even some environmentalists and 
set the stage for a contentious fight 
in the Senate where Republican 
leaders have indicated they will 
try to strip it from the bill. 

Senate Republican leader Mitch 
McConnell said Thursday an 
energy bill could pass the Senate, 
but without the “twin millstones 
of tax hikes and utility bill 
increases around its neck.” 
Senate Majority Leader Harry 
Reid of Nevada told reporters he 
will move quickly to take up the 
bill if it passes the House. When 
asked about its prospects, Reid 
said, “I don’t know. We’re going 
to try very hard.’Q 
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Pearl Harbor anniversary draws interest survivois 



Dick Rodby, 76, of Honolulu, Hawaii, at the Arizona Memorial in 
Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, Thursday, November 29, 2007. Rodby was 
a 10-year-old living in Wahiawa, Hawaii, across from the Schofield 
Barracks Army base when Japanese planes bombed Oahu. This 
year marks the 66th anniversary of the Japanese attack on Pearl 
Harbor on Dec. 7,1941. 

Associated Press 


By AUDREY McAVOY 
Associated Press Writer 
HONOLULU (AP) - Children 
carried gas masks to the 
playground. Military officers 
commanded civilian courts 
under martial law. Residents 
feared enemy troops would 
parachute into the mountains 
and then swarm the beaches. 
This year’s 66th anniversary 
of the Japanese attack on Pearl 
Harbor offers reminders of 
how the assault upended the 
lives of Hawaiian civilians, in 
addition to the severe damage 
inflicted on the military. 

“It was scary,” said Joan 
Martin Rodby, who had to 
carry a gas mask everywhere 
as a 10-year-old - even as she 
sat for her school class portrait 
in 1942. “It was more or less 
living in constant fear they 
were always going to come 
back.” 

Annual remembrances of the 
Dec. 7, 1941, attack often 
evoke images of burning ships 
in Pearl Harbor and exploding 
planes at Hickam Field. This 
year’s observance will be no 
different. But the plight of 
civilians who survived the 
attack has attracted more 
attention because of deepening 
interest in the home front 
during World War II. 

“Maybe the unsung heroes 
that we should remember and 
look at are the civilians that 
endured the attack on Pearl 
Harbor and the years after it,” 
said Daniel Martinez, chief 
historian at the USS Arizona 
Memorial. 

Civilian survivors who recall 
the attack include Hawaii’s 
two U.S. senators, who both 
were 17-year-old boys at the 
time. 

Sen. Daniel Inouye, now 
83, said he served as a first- 
aid volunteer, helping treat 
civilians who were wounded 
in his Honolulu neighborhood. 
In 1943, he joined a celebrated 
all-Japanese-American unit 
and was highly decorated for 
combat valor. 


Japanese planes did not bomb 
residential neighborhoods, 
but misfired U.S. anti-aircraft 
shells fell on homes and 
businesses. 

“One shell fell into the dining 
room and this old Japanese 
lady was having her breakfast. 
When I got there she was 
slumped over in her food,” 
Inouye said in an interview. 
“Shrapnel went through her 
head and killed her. She didn’t 
know what hit her.” 

Inouye said about a half-dozen 
storekeepers were killed when 
their shops were hit. 

The National Park Service, 
which runs the USS Arizona 
Memorial, lists 48 civilians 
who died from the attack, 
mostly in Honolulu. Three 
firefighters and four federal 
government employees also 
perished. 

Military casualties far 
outnumbered civilians, with 
more than 2,300 dead and 
1,100 wounded. All the dead 
are to be remembered Friday 
in a ceremony at a Pearl 
Harbor pier overlooking the 
USS Arizona, which sank 
with more than 1,000 sailors 
aboard. 

In the months after the attack, 
the war crept into all aspects 
of civilian life. 

Lei-makers made camouflage 
nets instead of flower 
garlands. The U.S. military 
lined Waikiki beaches with 
barbed wire, giving the island 
the look of paradise under 
siege. 

A blackout order was imposed 
to make sure invading Japanese 
forces would not have any 
city lights to guide them in an 
attack. Neighborhood wardens 
made sure residents turned off 
lights and covered windows 
with black cloth. 

Rodby’s husband, Dick, and 
his family wanted to evacuate 
from their home across from 
the Schofield Barracks Army 
base to a beach house on 
Oahu. But they were told not 
to because Japanese forces 


might storm the beaches. 
Hawaiian Sen. Daniel 
Akaka was a senior at a 
military academy when the 
raid happened. He and his 
classmates were ordered to 
guard the mountains behind 
their hillside campus after the 
attack. 

The U.S. military feared Japan 
would send paratroopers into 
the mountains and sabotage 
the island’s water sources, so 
it asked the students to help. 
“We were ordered to take 
care of the hills,” Akaka told 
The Associated Press. 

Martial law was declared 
the afternoon of Dec. 7. 
Military officers replaced 
civilian judges, meaning 
even people caught speeding 
or committing other traffic 
violations were judged in 
military court. 

“We went from the Gibraltar 
of the Pacific to this isolated 
outpost,” Martinez said. “The 
islands of Hawaii were still at 
risk. As such, it was constant: 
4 When are they coming back? 
Will we be invaded, will we 
be occupied?”’ 

The mood relaxed somewhat 


by mid-1942, after the U.S. 
military victory at the Battle of 
Midway, which dramatically 
reduced the chance Japan 
would attack Hawaii again. 
But martial law remained in 
effect until 1944. 

Martinez said there’s been 
growing interest in the 
experience of civilians during 
the war, as shown by recent 


displays on martial law at the 
Hawaii state judiciary museum 
and the U.S. Army Museum in 
Waikiki. 

The park service plans to build 
a new USS Arizona Memorial 
visitors center in the coming 
years, and it will expand the 
civilian side of the story. 

“It’s been neglected,” Martinez 
said.q 
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Hlspanlcs shifting kack toward Denis 



Immigration activists march through downtown to demand rights 
for illegal immigrants during a protest in Los Angeles May 1, 
2007. 


Reuters photo 


By ALAN FRAM 
Associated Press Writer 

WASHINGTON (AP) 
Hispanics are returning to the 
Democratic Party after several 
years of drifting toward the 
Republicans, with many saying 
Bush administration policies have 
been harmful to their community, 
a U.S poll showed Thursday. 

By 57 percent to 23 percent, 
more Hispanic registered voters 
say they favor Democrats than 
Republicans, according to a 
survey by the nonpartisan Pew 
Hispanic Center. 

That 34 percentage point 
Democratic edge - which includes 
people who said they lean toward 
either party - has grown since 
July 2006, when a Pew poll 
measured a 21 point difference. 
Then, 49 percent of registered 
Hispanic voters said they favored 
Democrats and 28 percent chose 
Republicans. 

In 1999 before President George 
W. Bush’s election, more 


Hispanics favored Democrats 
than Republicans by 58 percent 
to 25 percent - about the same 
margin as in the current poll. 
When the former Texas governor 
became president in 2001, 
Republicans saw an opportunity 
to woo Hispanics to the GOP. But 
as the 2008 presidential campaign 
has heated up, immigration 
has become a major issue and 
Republican candidates have 
competed over who could concoct 
the toughest plan for cracking 
down on illegal immigration. 

The survey found that among 
Hispanic registered voters: 
-Forty-one percent said Bush 
administration policies have been 
harmful to Hispanics, 16 percent 
said they have been helpful and 
33 percent said they have not had 
much impact. 

-Forty-four percent said 
Democrats have more concern 
for Hispanics, 8 percent chose 
Republicans and another 
41 percent said there is no 


difference. 

-Forty-one percent said 
Democrats do a better job of 
handling illegal immigration, 14 
percent named the Republicans 
and 26 percent said neither. 
Younger Hispanics are slightly 
more inclined than older ones to 
be Democrats, while those with 
higher incomes lean more toward 
the Republicans than those with 
lower earnings, the poll showed. 
Using September 2007 Census 
Bureau data and projecting 
from 2004 voting behavior, Pew 
estimated there would be 8.6 
million Hispanic voters next year 
- 1 million more than in 2004. 
While that would be a small 
portion of the overall expected 
vote, Pew estimated that 
Hispanics comprise a large 
enough share of eligible voters to 
affect the outcome in four states 
where Bush prevailed in 2004 
by 5 percentage points or fewer: 
New Mexico, Florida, Colorado 
and Nevada. Among Hispanics 
who are registered Democrats, 
59 percent said they want Hillary 
Rodham Clinton to be their 
party’s presidential candidate, 
followed by 15 percent who 
prefer Barack Obama. Among 
Hispanic Republicans, Rudy 
Giuliani leads Fred Thompson, 
35 percent to 13 percent. 

The survey involved telephone 
interviews with 2,003 randomly 
chosen Hispanics conducted 
from Oct. 3 through Nov. 9. It 
had a margin of sampling error 
of plus or minus 2.7 percentage 
points. It included 843 Hispanic 
registered voters, for whom the 
margin of sampling error was 
plus or minus 4 points.□ 


MORTGAGE FREEZE 
Continued from Front Page 

The Mortgage Bankers Association reported that the percentage of 
all mortgages that started the foreclosure process in the third quarter 
jumped to a record 0.78 percent, surpassing the previous record of 
0.65 percent of all mortgages in the second quarter. 

The administration’s effort is aimed at stemming a further tidal wave 
of foreclosures in coming years as 2 million subprime mortgages - 
loans provided to borrowers with spotty credit histories _ reset from 
their introductory rates of around 7 percent to 8 percent to levels as 
high as 11 percent, adding hundreds of dollars to the typical monthly 
payment. 

A recent surge in mortgage defaults, part of the worst housing slump 
in more than two decades, has piled up billions of dollars in losses 
for big banks, hedge funds and other investors while roiling financial 
markets worldwide. Some economists think the housing bust may 
become severe enough to push the U.S. into recession. 

Bush originally gave the wrong number for the hotline; the White 
House later corrected him. 

The president mentioned other steps to prevent foreclosures. The FHA 
has greater flexibility to offer refinancing to homeowners with good 
credit histories. It is expected that this eventually will help 300,000 
families, officials said. 

The Federal Reserve is announcing stronger lending standards this 
month, while the Housing and Urban Development Department 
and federal banking regulators are acting to improve disclosure 
requirements, he said. 

Fed Chairman Ben Bernanke said the streamlined procedures for 
supporting efforts to refinance mortgages and freeze rates were 
a “welcome step in helping Americans protect their homes and 
communities from the consequences of unnecessary foreclosures.” 
The highest-profile part of the plan would freeze introductory “teaser” 
rates on certain subprime mortgages, preventing rates from rising for 
five years. 

This offer would apply only to people living in their homes and who 
have not missed any payments at the lower rate. It also only would 
apply to loans taken out between 2005 and this past July 30 and 
scheduled to rise to higher rates in 2008 and 2009. 

The hope is that the five-year freeze will buy time for the housing 
sales and prices to start rising again. Such a rebound would enable 
homeowners to refinance their current adjustable rate mortgages into 
fixed-rate loans with more affordable monthly payments. 

But even Treasury Secretary Henry Paulson, who led the negotiations 
with the mortgage industry, acknowledged the effort is “not a silver 
bullet.” “We face a difficult problem,” he said. 

The big sticking point in the negotiations was getting investors who 
had purchased the mortgages after they were bundled into securities 
to agree to accept lower interest payments. Critics have said even with 
a deal, there are likely to be lawsuits. But officials representing major 
players in the mortgage industry said they believed the plan would 
withstand any legal challenges and would help at-risk homeowners 
avoid defaulting on their mortgages. 

But George Miller, executive director of the American Securitization 
Forum, which represents companies that package mortgages into 
mortgage-backed securities, told reporters he expected the industry 
would face suits from investors unhappy that the original terms of the 
mortgages have been modified. 

The president also did not miss the chance to lash out at the Democratic- 
controlled Congress. □ 
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Deadly floodwaters recede 
In Pacific Northwest 


By CURT WOODWARD 
Associated Press Writer 

OLYMPIA, Washington (AP) 
- Rescue and evacuation work 
ended and lights flickered back 
on in thousands of homes and 
businesses as floodwaters from a 
deadly wave of storms continued 
to recede Thursday in the Pacific 
Northwest. 

Eight people were killed in the 
region as a result of the storm; 
damage is likely to reach into the 
billions of dollars but remains to 
be tallied. 

Interstate 5, closed since 
Monday about 30 miles south 
of the Washington capital of 
Olympia, could reopen as early 
as Thursday night with one 
lane of traffic in each direction, 
state Transportation Secretary 
Paula Hammond said at a news 
conference. Officials had earlier 
said it might take until next week 
to reopen the West Coast’s main 
north-south route. 

Gov. Chris Gregoire said flooding 
hit record levels on the Chehalis, 
Skokomish and Elwha rivers. 
Amtrak service between Seattle 
and Vancouver, British Columbia, 
resumed and service to Portland, 
Oregon, was expected Friday or 
Saturday, Gregoire said. 


About 640 people were still in 
shelters, 33,000 customers lacked 
power and about 18,900 had no 
safe drinking water, the governor 
said. 

Fourteen water systems were 
shut down and people served by 
nine others were under orders to 
boil water. Some areas requested 
vaccines, especially for tetanus. 
Officials learned late Wednesday 
of an eighth death related to the 
storm. A person died in a fire that 
was ignited by a candle in a house 
without electricity in Pacific 
County, said Mark Clemens, a 
spokesman at the state emergency 
management center. 

Six people died in Washington, 
and another two died in Oregon. 
An elderly man was missing after 
he was believed to have fallen into 
a raging creek behind his house 
in rural Winlock, Washington. 
Helicopters took flood-stranded 
residents to safety at the height 
of the storm. By the time 
helicopter operations ended 
Wednesday evening, at least 300 
people had been taken to safety 
in what Gregoire described as 
Washington state’s largest aerial 
search-and-rescue operation in a 
decade. 

Gregoire, who flew over the 
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ravaged region for the second 
time Wednesday, said the damage 
could ultimately be in the billions 
of dollars. 

The governor on Thursday filed a 
formal request for a White House 
emergency declaration in two 
counties, with other counties to 
be added as damage assessments 
come in. 

An emergency declaration would 
trigger money for temporary 
lodging, rental assistance, money 
for home repairs and crisis 
counseling, and small-business 
loans. □ 


— mM 


Washington State Department of Transportation engineer Glenn 
Schneider stands near the concrete highway barrier separating 
North and Southbound 1-5 near milepost 80 south of Centralia, 
Wash., Wednesday afternoon Dec. 5, 2007. WSDOT officials 
said that I-5will remain closed until at least the weekend as they 
wait for a one mile stretch of road between milepost 80 and 79 to 
drain so inspections of flood affected road, overpasses and other 
structures can be done. 

Associated Press 
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Palestinian President Abbas relects provisional state 



Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas, also known as Abu Mazen, 
pauses during a conference at his headquarters in the West Bank 
city of Ramallah, Thursday, Dec. 6, 2007. 

Associated Press 
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By MOHAMMED 
DARAGHMEH 
Associated Press Writer 

RAMALLAH, West Bank 
(AP) - Palestinian President 
Mahmoud Abbas on Thursday 
rejected the concept of a 
provisional Palestinian state, 
concerned that temporary 
borders of such an entity would 
become permanent. 

Abbas told Palestinian 
lawmakers that during last 
week’s Mideast summit in 
Annapolis, Maryland, the 
idea of a provisional state was 
brought up, but he turned it 
down _ though it is a key part 
of the internationally backed 
“road map” formula for creating 
a Palestinian state. 

In the meeting in the West 
Bank city of Ramallah, Abbas 
also rejected talks with the 
Islamic militant Hamas unless 
it relinquishes control of Gaza 
first. Hamas overran Gaza in 
June, expelling forces loyal to 
Abbas. 

Abbas said that at the Annapolis 
summit presided over by U.S. 
President George W. Bush, 
“There was talk about a state 
with provisional borders. We 
reject provisional borders, 
because these (borders) will be 
final.” 

In their joint declaration, Israeli 
Prime Minister Ehud Olmert 
and Abbas agreed that the 
2003 “road map” plan would 
be a basis for resuming peace 
negotiations. The first talks 
under the new framework are 
set for next Wednesday. 

The second step of the three- 
stage road map states calls 
for “creating an independent 


Palestinian state with 

provisional borders and 

attributes of sovereignty.” 
Creating temporary borders 
would allow the Palestinians 
to have independence, while 
giving the sides more time to 
work out contentious issues 
like the final status of disputed 
Jerusalem. However, Palestinian 
leaders disowned the idea 
shortly after the plan was put 
forward, reflecting concern that 
the temporary borders would 
never be changed. 

Israel, which captured the West 
Bank in the 1967 Mideast war, 
wants to alter the with the area 
to retain major blocs of Jewish 
settlements. Palestinians claim 
all of the West Bank, insisting 
that a 1949 cease-fire line be the 
border, though some exchanges 
of territory are a possibility. 
Israeli officials had no comment 
on Abbas’ remarks. 

Abbas told the lawmakers the 
Palestinians would not agree 
to a new demand that they 
recognize Israel as a Jewish 
state. Olmert made that demand 
shortly before the Annapolis 
summit. 

Abbas said recognizing Israel as 
a Jewish state would “negate the 
rights of 1.5 million Palestinians 
who live there,” referring to 
Israel’s Arab minority, which 
makes up 20 percent of its 
population. 

Palestinian officials also believe 
the Israeli demand is aimed at 
blocking Palestinian refugees 
who lost their homes during 
Israel’s 1948 independence 
from returning to their former 
properties. 

The Palestinians says refugees 


have a right to return to their 
homes. Israel rejects that, since 
a flood of an estimated 700,000 
refugees and their 3 million 
descendants would eliminate 
the Jewish character of their 
state. Israel says the refugees 
must be resettled either in the 
Palestinian state to be created 
or in the nations where they live 
now. 

With negotiations set to begin 
after a seven-year freeze, Abbas 
would be unlikely to offer 
concessions on the key issues at 
this point. 

Abbas repeated his view of 
reconciliation with Hamas, 
ruling out talks with the Islamic 
militants unless they give up 
control of Gaza. 

“There will be no dialogue until 
the movement backs down from 
its coup,” he said. Because of 
the Hamas takeover, Abbas is in 
control of only the West Bank, 
though he insists he represents 
Gaza as well. 

In another development, 
thousands marched in a funeral 
procession for Mohammed 
Khalil Salah, a Palestinian 
police officer killed in a raid 
by undercover Israeli soldiers a 
day earlier. 

The local Palestinian police 
commander said Israel had 
expressed condolences over the 
death, adding that the two sides 
would set up a joint inquiry. 

In violence Thursday, Israeli 
forces shot and killed a 
Palestinian near the Gaza-Israel 
border fence. Israel said the man 
was “acting suspiciously” in an 
area where militants frequently 
plant bombs. Relatives said he 
was hunting birds.Q 
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RICE - TEHRAN 
Continuued from Front Page 

“I don’t see that the NIE changes 
the course that we’re on,” Rice 
told reporters as she flew to 
Belgium for a conference of 
NATO foreign ministers and 
talks between the alliance and 
former Cold War foe Russia, 
which, along with China, has 
been particularly resistant to new 
sanctions. 

“In fact, I would think given the 
assessment that Iran is indeed 
susceptible to coordinated 
international pressure that (this) 
is the right approach,” she said, 
referring to the NIE finding that 
Iran halted its nuclear weapons 
program in 2003 due to intense 
diplomatic activity. 

“The point that I’m emphasizing to 
people is that it was international 
pressure that got the Iranians to 
halt their program,” she said. 
“This suggests that you ought 
to keep up that international 
pressure.” 

Rice was to meet separately with 
the foreign ministers of Italy, 
Belgium and Britain, as well as 
European Union foreign policy 
chief Javier Solana and NATO 
Secretary-General Jaap de Hoop 
Scheffer. 

Iran will be a major topic in 
all of those discussions as 
well as in Rice’s Friday talks 
with Russian Foreign Minister 
Sergey Lavrov, perhaps the 
figure most suspicious of the 
U.S. policy on Iran, and German 
Foreign Minister Frank-Walter 
Steinmeier, whose government 
appears conflicted on the matter. 
Rice also will see Israeli 
Foreign Minister Tzipi Livni on 
Friday. Israeli officials say their 
intelligence forces believe Iran 
is still working aggressively to 
build nuclear arms, despite the 
new U.S. conclusion about Iran. 
The Islamic regime in Tehran 
is strongly opposed to Israel’s 
existence and frequently boasts 
of its ability to strike the Jewish 
state with long-range missiles. 
Bush administration officials 
have conceded that their abrupt 
abandonment of that point will 
likely hurt their efforts to impose 
more sanctions on Iran to increase 
pressure for it to cease uranium 
enrichment and reprocessing, 
which could produce the 
ingredients for a bomb. 
Discussions on that point, 
between the U.S. and the other 
permanent members of the 
U.N. Security Council - Britain, 
France, Russia and China - plus 
Germany - are now on hold 
pending consideration of the new 
intelligence. 

Whatever assessments are made, 
Rice said she would impress on 
her counterparts the need for 
Iran to disclose the nature of its 
alleged secret nuclear weapons 


program before 2003. 

“We should also start to look at 
ways for Iran to account for what 
was happening before 2003,” she 
said, without elaboration on what 
type of mechanism she had in 
mind, if any. 

U.S. President George W. Bush 
on Wednesday demanded that 
Tehran detail its previous program 
to develop nuclear weapons - 
“which the Iranian regime has yet 
to acknowledge.” 

“The Iranians have a strategic 
choice to make,” he said. 

Iranian President Mahmoud 
Ahmadinejad proclaimed the 
new assessment “a declaration 


of victory for the Iranian nation 
against the world powers over the 
nuclear issue.” 

Rice scoffed at those remarks 
but has been contacting allies 
to explain and defend the Bush 
administration’s surprise shift on 
Iran. 

“It opens a window of opportunity 
for Iran now, because Iran 
obviously has been somewhat 
vindicated in saying that they have 
not been working on a weapons 
program, at least for the past few 
years,” U.N. International Atomic 
Energy Agency chief Mohamed 
ElBaradei said. □ 



French President Nicolas Sarkozy, right, and German Chancellor 
Angela Merkel react to a question of a reporter during their joint 
press conference at the Elysee Palace in Paris, Thursday, Dec. 6, 
2007. 


Associated Press 
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Parcel bomb explosion kills 1, injures another in Paris 


By JENNY BARCHFIELD 
Associated Press Writer 

PARIS (AP) _ A package bearing 
homemade bombs blew up 
Thursday in a lawyer’s office on 
a tony boulevard in central Paris, 
killing the woman who opened it. 
The motive for the unusual attack 
remained unclear. 

The building also housed an 
unrelated law firm co-founded 
by French President Nicolas 
Sarkozy and a Holocaust research 
foundation, though officials 
said they did not appear to be 
targeted. 

“It is a truly atrocious act,” 
Sarkozy’s spokesman David 
Martinon said on France-Info 
radio. A messenger delivered a 
package to the law firm, a wooden 
box that turned out to contain two 
homemade explosive devices, 
Interior Minister Michele Alliot- 
Marie said. 

The office secretary opened the 
package and both explosives 
went off, killing her and seriously 
injuring a lawyer. Prosecutor 
Jean-Claude Marin said the 
secretary had had no reason 



Police and rescuers work at the scene of an explosion in Paris, Thursday, Dec. 6, 2007, in which 
one person was killed and another seriously injured, according to the Interior Ministry. A ministry 
statement said several other people were suffering from shock. The ministry did not say who might 
have been behind the bombing. 

Associated Press 


Greek, Turkish Cypriot politicians walk partition line for peace 



In this photo released by United Nations Forces in Cyprus, Slovak Ambassador Anna Turenicova, 
center, with an escort from a UN soldier, as Greek and Turkish Cypriot politicians are seen in the 
background, take part in the half-hour stroll through the U.N.-patrolled buffer zone between bullet- 
pocked buildings and army sentry posts, in divided capital Nicosia, Cyprus, Thursday, Dec. 6, 
2007. 

Associated Press 


By MENELAOS 
HADJICOSTIS 
Associated Press Writer 

NICOSIA, Cyprus (AP) Greek 
and Turkish Cypriot politicians 
joined a symbolic walk Thursday 
through the no man’s land 
separating Cyprus’ ethnically 
divided communities to press for 
a renewal of stalled peace talks. 
Organizers said 20 lawmakers 
and officials from 14 political 
parties took part in the half-hour 
stroll through the U.N.-patrolled 
buffer zone between bullet- 
pocked buildings and army 
sentry posts. 

“It may be a short walk, but it 
could give impetus for future 
developments,” said Slovak 
Ambassador Anna Turenicova, 
who organized Thursday’s walk 
in the capital, Nicosia. 

Cyprus has been divided into 
an internationally recognized 
Greek Cypriot south and a 
breakaway Turkish north since 
1974, when Turkey invaded after 
a failed coup aimed at uniting 
the Mediterranean island with 
Greece. Reunification remains 
elusive, after a U.N. peace 
blueprint in 2004 was rejected 
by Greek Cypriots and approved 
by Turkish Cypriots. A year-old 
agreement for new peace talks 
has yet to be implemented. 

The United Nations backed 
Thursday’s initiative. 

“We stand ready to assist both 
sides in agreeing practical 


arrangements to push this much- 
anticipated process forward,” 
said Jose Diaz, spokesman for 
the U.N. peacekeeping force on 
Cyprus. 

Participants also urged the 
opening of more crossing points 
along the island’s dividing Green 
Line to bolster trust between the 
two communities. 

“It’s the first time the buffer 
zone walk is taking place after 


mutual agreement,” said Kypros 
Chryssostomides, a lawmaker 
from the Greek Cypriot Akel 
party. “It’s important to ... discuss 
the chances of opening more 
crossing points.” 

The Turkish Cypriot New Cyprus 
party also called for both sides to 
remove their troops from Nicosia, 
which straddles the Green Line. 
“The demilitarization of 
Nicosia is the first step to full 


demilitarization, which has to be 
done in steps,” said the party’s 
general secretary, Murat Kanatli. 
“This is a good opportunity for 
Cypriots to start cooperating and 
discussing a solution.” 

The 180-kilometer (110-mile) 
buffer zone extends from coast 
to coast. At its narrowest point, 
in Nicosia, Greek Cypriot and 
Turkish guard posts stand 4 
meters (13 feet) apart. □ 


to suspect anything out of the 
ordinary. 

The package appeared to 
have been addressed to the 
law firm where the explosion 
occurred, which handles civil 
and commercial cases, Marin 
said. He said the nature of 
the explosive and its strength 
remained unclear. 

Anti-terrorist agents were 
investigating. An official close 
to the investigation said the 
bombing did not bear hallmarks 
of Islamic or Corsican terrorists, 
who have staged attacks in 
France in the past but often 
use bigger bombs and different 
methods. The official spoke on 
condition of anonymity because 
of the sensitivity of the case. 
Alliot-Marie said the injured 
attorney’s life was not in danger 
despite “very serious” wounds. 
Police officials identified him 
as Olivier Brane, a specialist in 
property law. He was taken to a 
Paris hospital. 

Ten people were being treated 
for shock, the prosecutor said. 
Christian Charriere-Bournazel, 
president of the Paris bar, said 
the explosion “had nothing to do 
with” the law firm that Sarkozy 
opened with two other lawyers 
in 1987, because it is not on the 
same floor as the one targeted. 
Sarkozy’s practice bore his name 
until his election in May, but is 
now called Amaud Claude and 
Associates. 

The bombed office was on the 
same floor _ the 4th _ as the 
Foundation for the Memory of 
the Shoah. Created in 2000 with 
an endowment from recovered 
funds that were confiscated 
from French Jews during World 
War II, it supports research and 
education about the Holocaust 
and Jewish culture. 

Nazi hunter Serge Klarsfeld, 
after visiting the Holocaust 
foundation, said it had never 
received any threats. 

“Apparently the foundation was 
not the target,” he said. He said 
the foundation has about a dozen 
employees and none of them was 
injured. 

Damien Laude, a construction 
worker across the street from the 
elegantbuilding describedhearing 
a muffled blast. Afterward, he 
saw a blonde woman carried out 
of the building. 

“She was completely covered 
withblood, she was unconscious,” 
he said. Afterward, Laude said, 
a man with a head wound also 
emerged from the building. 
Police and emergency vehicles 
quickly filled the wide Boulevard 
Malesherbes where the explosion 
occurred, cordoning off several 
neighboring buildings for several 
hours. 

One window pane was broken 
on the 4th floor, but there was no 
other apparent external damage 
to the building, which also houses 
several law firms, dental offices 
and a neurologist’s practice.□ 
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IAEA chief not worried by Brazil’s nuclear energy program 



By FLORA CHARNER 
Associated Press Writer 

RESENDE, Brazil (AP) - 
The head of the U.N. nuclear 
watchdog agency praised 
Brazil’s nuclear energy program 
on Thursday while visiting a 
uranium enrichment plant capable 
of producing the same fuel that 
Iran has been under pressure to 
abandon. 

Mohamed ElBaradei, head of 
the International Atomic Energy 
Agency, said Brazil’s nuclear 
energy program did not cause the 
same concern as Iran’s. 

“Our inspectors are here all the 
time, and they are working in close 
cooperation with the Brazilian 
authorities,” he said - implicitly 
comparing it with lesser access to 
Iran’s program, which has been a 
source of concern to the U.S. and 
European countries. 

A U.S. intelligence review 
released Wednesday concluded 
that Iran country stopped 
developing atomic weapons in 


2003. ElBaradei called the report 
a “sigh of relief’ because its 
findings jibed with his agency’s 
conclusions. 

Brazil has two operating nuclear 
plants and in June restarted work 
on long-planned third plant, 
stalled since the 1980s by lack of 
funds. 

“Lately, we see a lot of interest 
into the expansion of nuclear 
power because of concerns about 
climate change, because of the 
competition for gas and oil, 
because of the increased need for 
energy to develop,” ElBaradei 
said as he toured the plant in 
Resende, 100 miles northwest 
of Rio de Janeiro. “We also 
need to understand that nuclear 
in many ways provides energy 
independence.” 

He said his agency is working 
closely with the country “to 
ensure that all nuclear facilities in 
Brazil are used in a safe, secure 
way and exclusively for peaceful 
purposes.” 


Brazil, like Iran, has signed the 
Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty, 
and Brazil’s constitution bans the 
military use of nuclear energy. 
Brazil also has the world’s sixth- 


largest uranium reserves and the 
largest nuclear power industry in 
Latin America. 

It plans as many as seven 
new atomic plants to reduce 


its dependence on oil and 
hydroelectric power and plans 
to export enriched uranium 
to provide energy for other 
countries. □ 
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FBI: Guantanamo prisoner had knowledge of attacks 


a driver for Osama bin Laden 
and was aware of the al-Qaida 
leader’s role in the Sept. 11 
attacks, an FBI agent testified 
Thursday, refuting defense 
assertions that the detainee 
was a minor employee with 
no role in terrorism. 

Salim Ahmed Hamdan told 
the FBI he chauffeured bin 
Laden around Afghanistan 
in an al-Qaida convoy after 
Sept. 11 and overheard him 
say he only expected up to 
1,500 people would be killed 
in the attacks, Special Agent 
George Crouch said. 

“When Osama bin Laden 
learned it was much larger 
than that he was very 
pleased,” Crouch recalled 
Hamdan telling him and two 
other FBI agents during a 
dozen interrogation sessions 
at Guantanamo in the summer 
of 2002. Hamdan is facing 
a military tribunal here on 
charges of conspiracy and 
supporting terrorism. 

The agent’s testimony, which 
revealed more about the 
allegations against Hamdan 
than previously known, 
came in a pretrial hearing on 
whether the detainee can be 
prosecuted before the first 
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Protestors, wearing orange prison-like jumpsuits, take part in 
a demonstration outside the Supreme Court in Washington, 
Wednesday, Dec. 5, 2007, as the court was hearing arguments 
about the rights of prisoners being detained at Guantanamo Bay, 
Cuba. 

Associated Press 

By BEN FOX NAVAL BASE, Cuba (AP) 

Associated Press Writer _ A Yemeni imprisoned at 

GUANTANAMO BAY Guantanamo admitted to being 


U.S. military tribunals since 
the World War II era. 
Prosecutors called witnesses 
to bolster their case that 
Hamdan is an unlawful enemy 
combatant eligible to face the 
special court. The defense 
maintains he was only one of 
several drivers for bin Laden 
and had no knowledge or role 
in any terrorist attacks. 

They want him declared a 
prisoner of war who would 
be entitled to greater legal 
protections than those afforded 
to enemy combatants held at 
Guantanamo. 

It is unclear when the 
military judge presiding 
over the hearing will rule on 
the question. Crouch said 
Hamdan left his native Yemen 
in 1996 to fight as a jihadist in 
Tajikistan. But he could not get 
into that country and ended up 
in Afghanistan, where he was 
hired as driver by bin Laden, 
later becoming a member of 
his security detachment, the 
agent said. 

Just before the 1998 al- 
Qaida bombings of the U.S. 
embassies in Tanzania and 
Kenya, Hamdan helped 
evacuate bin Laden’s 
compound in Afghanistan, at 
the orders of superiors who 
feared retaliation, Crouch 
testified. 

“This was going to be the first 
time Osama bin Laden was 
going to go toe-to-toe or face- 
to-face with the United States 
and he was unsure what the 
reaction would be,” the agent 
said. 

The detainee also knew of 
bin Laden’s involvement in 
the attack on the US S Cole in 
2000 and drove the al-Qaida 
leader to a news conference 
in which he warned of an 
impending attack, he said. 
Earlier, a U.S. Army officer 
described Hamdan’s capture, 
saying he wore no uniform 
and was in a car with two 
surface-to-air missiles when 
he was caught in Afghanistan 
in November 2001. The 
testimony was intended to 
underscore the government 
contention that he was an 
unlawful enemy combatant, 
not a traditional soldier. 
Defense lawyers used cross 
examination to point out that 
many Afghan troops under 
U.S. command did not wear 
what might be considered a 


typical military garb and that 
no other weapons were found 
in his car _ even though he 
had a permit from the Taliban 
to carry a sidearm. They also 
noted that Hamdan did not 
put up any resistance when 
captured. 

The defense plans to call a 
college professor who has 
studied al-Qaida and says that 
there were minor associates 
who had no real role in 
terrorism, but Crouch said the 
FBI believed Hamdan could 
not have been ignorant of the 
group’s workings. 

“It didn’t make sense to us as 
investigators that an individual 
assigned to drive Osama 
bin Laden, and be so close, 
would not be part of al-Qaida 
or have understanding of 
inner workings of al-Qaida,” 
Crouch said. 

The FBI agent and the Army 
major were the first witnesses 
to testify at a Guantanamo 
hearing since Congress and 
the Bush administration last 
year came up with new rules 
for military trials, known as 
commissions, after the U.S. 
Supreme Court tossed out the 
old version. 

The judge on Wednesday 
rejected a defense request to 
talk to the alleged mastermind 
of the Sept. 11 attacks and two 
other so-called “high value” 
detainees who are now being 
held at this isolated Navy 
base. Hamdan faces up to 
life in prison if convicted. He 
came to court both days in a 
flowing white robe and a grey- 
checkered sports coat. 

He has been in custody nearly 
six years and was first charged 
more than three years ago. 
But his prosecution has been 
delayed by legal challenges, 
including one he filed that 
went to the Supreme Court 
and resulted in the striking 
down last year of the original 
rules for military tribunals. 
The U.S. holds about 305 
prisoners on suspicion of 
terrorism or links to al- 
Qaida and the Taliban at 
Guantanamo and plans to 
prosecute about 80, including 
the alleged architect of the 
Sept. 11 attacks. So far, only 
three detainees have been 
formally charged and one, 
Australian David Hicks, was 
convicted in a plea bargain 
and sent home. □ 
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Pakistani lawyers stage protests 

By PAULALEXANDER 
Associated Press Writer 

ISLAMABAD, Pakistan (AP) _ 

Pakistan’s government fended 
off one protest Thursday against 
President Pervez Musharraf 
but couldn’t thwart another as 
thousands of lawyers boycotted 
courts across the country. 

It was another day of constant 
wrangling by opposition forces 
seeking to exert pressure on 
Musharraf’s increasingly 

autocratic rule and seek 
concessions from him with 
crucial parliamentary elections 
looming in a month. Musharraf 
declared a state of emergency 
Nov. 3 and sacked most of the 
Supreme Court justices, just 
before they were to rule on the 
validity of his October re-election 
by a parliament controlled by his 
supporters. 

Representatives of his two 
biggest rivals _ former prime 
ministers and longtime political 
foes Nawaz Sharif and Benazir 
Bhutto _ announced they had 
finished work on a list of 15 
demands for the government to 
meet to ensure their participation 
in the Jan. 8 balloting. 

They would not specify what 
the demands were until they 
are endorsed by their leaders, 
who also will try to finalize two 
points on which disagreement 
remain. The demands are 
expected to demand restoration 
of an independent judiciary and 
the constitution and creation of 
a neutral caretaker government 
and independent election 
commission, and a deadline 
will be set for government 
compliance. 

Against that backdrop, Sharif 
tried to lead hundreds of 
supporters, joined by some 
attorneys, in a march to the 
heavily guarded Islamabad home 
of deposed Supreme Court Chief 
Justice Iftikhar Mohammed 
Chaudhry, who has been under 
house arrest since the emergency 
declaration. Riot police turned 
out en masse and blocked the 
route with concrete and steel 
barriers and barbed wire. Sharif 
led his followers to the blockade, 
then spoke briefly before they 
dispersed peacefully, defusing a 
potential showdown. 

Sharif, who was ousted by 
Musharraf in a 1999 and 
returned from exile 10 days ago, 
vowed to continue pursuing the 
reinstatement of Chaudhry and 
other judges. 

“I want to tell the nation that past 
dictators were also used to ousting 
prime ministers, arresting them 
from their houses and hanging 
even one of them,” he said. 

“Now a dictator has attacked the 




RENAISSANCE 


MALL 


The Renaissance Mall located downtown in the heart of Oranjestad at Renaissance Resort 

www.shoparubarenaissance.com 


Association. Several lawyers and 
police were injured in scuffles 
at a rally in the central city of 
Multan, witnesses said. 

Bhutto indicated her party may 
call for anti-government protests 
if the elections are rigged. 

“Either the elections will be fair 
and the people will get their own 
Parliament, or if elections are 
not fair, then the movement will 
start,” she told reporters. 

Bhutto reiterated that her party 
will continue participating in the 
electoral campaign, but reserved 
the right to pull out later. □ 


judiciary, and if the nation today 
ignores these actions of a dictator, 
history will not forgive it.” 
Musharraf has stacked the 


Supreme Court with loyalists, 
who have promptly dismissed 
all complaints against the former 
general’s election. 

Attorneys, who have called 
Musharraf’s moves an attack on 


Pakistani lawyers attack a police vehicle during a clash with police 
in Multan, Pakistan on Thursday, Dec. 6, 2007. 

Associated Press 


the judiciary’s independence, 
boycotted court proceedings in 
various cities, hoisted black flags 
and staged rallies, said Syed 
Mohammed Tayyab, secretary 
general of Islamabad Bar 


NOW OPEN TILL 9: 
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Comedy Club 
www.comixcafe.com 


Aruba's Only Late Night 

SHU 



I SHOWTIME: WED thru SUN 10: 
Box Office Opens 0:30 pm -10: 


M 


this guy is a must see! 

Arts & Entertainment Weekly 

w th SPECIAL - Bring this Ail & receive $10 Discount!!! 

Comn Cafe Heated it TheWestinBov 28 th - Dec 9*1 

Ticket Reservation:_ aruba ^nhort nupiiamol Admission $29.95 and receive $ 20.00 

lUUCi I UUUIIdlllcl * match Play Coupon at the Casablanca Casino 


ARUBA 

Call 749-1386 resort 
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TASTE, SMELL, DISTINGUISH, PAIR AND ENJOY WINE 


Australia 

Argentina 

Chile 


'tom 


Italy 

France 


New Zealand 
Portugal 
California 


Washington State 
South Africa. 


®7i,e island s most 
complete mine store. 




Gutcnbcrgstraat 4 - O’stad - Aruba Tel.: 588 5330 Fax: 588 1279 
Open Monday 2:00 pm. - 6:00 pm. Tuesday/Saturday 9:00 am - 6:00 pm. Sunday Closed 




We invite you to take our tour, 
discover the untamed countryside of 
Aruba, in exchange you will receive: 

1. A special Price! 

2. A special gift after the tour 

3. A ticket for our drawing to win 
a free week stay plus airfare, 

_ back to Aruba in 2008 


The Tour, cross Aruba's National Park 
"Arikok" to the Natural Pool. 
Tour Price: US $ 60.00 p/p 
Tour times: 8:00 am or 2:00 pm 
We provide FREE transportation 
For reservations call: (297) 585-0290 
Offer valid only by calling direct. 
Please you must bring this ad with you. 



SflHRKEL" 

mm 

iSl! 

SWINE! 


9:30-2pm $53pp. 
Visit 3 Great sites 
with BBQ, Open Bar, 
Gear & Ropeswing! 




3-6pm only $33pp 
Shorter version 
of am cruise with 
Open Bar, Gear 
& Ropeswing! 


SUNSEffl 


sain. 



5-7pm only $27pp. Cal 586 8107 or 992 7858 

Open Bar included See $10 Savings Coupon on the Back Page, 
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The best Brazilian Steakhouse in Aruba! Serving the Islands most exquisite deserts... 


Texas de Brazil oners light and healthy eating 


PALM BEACH - The health 
and calorie conscious among 
us need fear steakhouses no 
more. Whether it’s a low-carb, 
low-fat, or even vegetarian 
diet you follow, Texas de Bra¬ 
zil Churrascaria fits into just 
about every dieter’s menuplan. 
Low carb eaters will 
have all their expecta¬ 
tions surpassed with a 
tempting carnivorous 
selection of umpteen 


cuts of sizzling beef, 
pork, lamb, sausage, 
and poultry. The meats 
are prepared in the healthi¬ 
est style of cooking—slow 
roasting—where much of the 
fat drips off in the roasting 
process, so those looking for 
a lower fat option to saute¬ 
ing, pan frying, or deep frying 
will also be able to indulge. 

The Brazilian-style steak- 
house also offers up a gar¬ 


den full of healthy eats on 
a lavish 40-item seasonal 
salad bar, giving dieters plenty 
to choose from to accompany 
the slow-roasted meats. A se¬ 
lection of fresh lettuces and 
vegetables may be standard 
for most salad bars, but Texas 
de Brazil’s version goes a 
gourmet twist further, treat¬ 
ing the palate to additional 
items like marinated portabel- 
la mushrooms, sweet roasted 
bell peppers, hearts of palm, 
sundried tomatoes, imported 
cheeses—including fresh buf¬ 
falo mozzarella—sushi, home¬ 
made soups, and much more. 

The salad bar is included in 
the continuous service meal 
with unlimited choices from 
the grilled meats, but for 
vegetarians or the non-meat 
eaters, a special price is of¬ 
fered for just the salad bar. 
Of course, for those looking to 


splurge while on vacation, Tex¬ 
as de Brazil will gladly serve 
their garlic mashed potatoes, 
traditional fried plantains, and 
their world-famous parmesan 
cheese bread as part of the meal. 


For more infor¬ 
mation or to make 
reservations, please 
call 586-4686.D 



TEXAS ^fcPAZil 

CHURRASCARIA f 

Brazilian 

"Award of Excellence" -win* Spectator 
"America's Top Restaurants" -Zagat 

Restaurant 
open daily 

Monday - Sat 6 pm -11 
Sunday 5 pm - 11 pm 




Soothe your skin and soul at Intermezzo Day Spa 


Ask for the Bon Bini Package and receive a special discount! 



PALM BEACH - Aruba’s 


leading Spa group, In¬ 
termezzo Day Spa, has 6 
branches on the island con¬ 
veniently located on Palm 
Beach and at Eagle Beach. 


all dedicated to relaxa¬ 
tion, beauty and therapy. 
Intermezzo features great 
individual treatments 
like the Hot Stone Mas¬ 
sage and acupressure mas¬ 
sage, fresh aloe scrubs, 
volcanic mud wraps, di 
lusso facials and European 
manicure and pedicure. 

The Spa also boasts a 
number of packages, rang¬ 
ing in length from two 
hours to four hours that 
aim to completely revital¬ 
ize both body and spirit. 
The “Eternita” treatment 


What started in 1998 with 
the opening of the first In¬ 
termezzo at The Mill Re¬ 
sort has developed into a 
leading chain on Aruba 
and now even on Aru¬ 
ba’s sister island, Bonaire. 

The largest Intermezzo Spa 
is at the Westin showcas¬ 
ing a sprawling 2500 feet, 



includes a fruit-based body 
scrub, refining mud-wrap, 
relaxing massage, a facial, 
and a choice of either a 
manicure or a pedicure. 
Another unique package 
offered by Intermezzo at 
the Westin is the “Aroma 
di Vita”, a natural fragrance 
treatment that includes a 
massage, scrub and wrap. 

Prices for packages range 
from $95 to $200, for fur¬ 
ther details you can pick 
up a Spa menu in the 
lower lobby of the Westin 
or at any of the locations. 


The spa features Indone¬ 
sian furniture called balehs. 
The balehs that were im¬ 
ported to Aruba are made 
of tropical hard wood, 
hand carved and put to¬ 
gether without any screws 
or nails. These ingenious 
pieces of furniture are both 
aesthetically impressive 
and perfect for lounging in. 

Intermezzo offers the ide¬ 
al relaxation experience 
while healing your skin af¬ 
ter a harsh day in the sun. 
We love to pamper you 
in our own special way. 




INTERMEZZO 

Call for reservations 
and additional 
information: 

Westin Aruba Resort 
586-4466 ext. 2469 

Holiday Inn Sunspree Resort 
586-4684 

The Mill Resort 

586- 3286 

La Cabana Beach Resort 

587- 4356 

Bucuti Beach Resort 
583-1100 


Complementary 

transportation included 
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Highly recommended! 

“Fishes and More” leads the way in seafood dining 


PALM BEACH - Fishes and 
More Restaurant opened up in 
the Arawak Gardens just 3 and 



Fishes & Mor< 

"The Restaurant 



a half years ago and has been 
a great success since day one. 


Word on the street is that once 
you eat at Fishes and More, 


consider yourself addicted. 
The owners Jeroen Ruling and 
Hans Heij ink together with the 



staff Luc, Heidi, Stefan, Rense, 
Chef Gerben, Sandro, Marco 
and Jan work hard keeping the 
restaurant open 7 days a week 
from 4 pm till 11pm for eve¬ 


ryone to enjoy. The ambiance 
at the restaurant is out of this 
world, whether dinning inside 
in the relaxed air-conditioned 
dinning room or outside on 
the terrace to enjoy the tropi¬ 
cal breeze and daily live music. 

Most guests come in early 
for the daily fresh catches, 
such as Red snapper, grouper, 
mahi mahi, wahoo and tuna. 
Check with the server to find 
out about the Catch of the day. 

The chef will be more than 
happy to prepare your fish 
the way you like it best: 
grilled, deep-fried, pan¬ 
fried or the chefs choice. 

Every Wednesday, seafood 
specials are prepared de¬ 
pending on what the Fish¬ 
ermen bring in fresh out of 
the water that afternoon. 
These specials usually include 
fresh Caribbean lobster and 
pounds of peeled shrimps. 


Fishes and More is for every¬ 
one, from large groups, fami¬ 
lies, couples and even singles 
who cant shake the seafood 
addiction can stop in for a 
fix of Pina Colada Shrimp. 

For those who like to try some¬ 
thing different or have had 
their fill of spectacular seafood, 
the chef prepares a wonderful 
array of filet mignon, rib eye, 
wiener schnitzel, veal parme- 
san, and pasta specialties. 


Great Seafood!!! Fun and re¬ 
laxed atmosphere. Right across 
from the high rise hotels. 

It is worth the short walk to a 
wonderful dinner □ 

OpenDaily from 4 pm 
till 11 pm. 

For info, and reservations, 
call 586-3659 

J.E. Irausquin Blvd. 370 
Palm Beach, Arawak Gardens 



Bugaloe means food. Bugaloo means friends. Bugaloe means fun. 



BU6AL0E 


Beach Bar and Grill 




PALM BEACH - Right 
across the Radisson and on 
the beach is a happening 
concept in entertainment 
with wonderfully twisted 
name: “Bugaloe”. With its 
location being right in the 
path of the constant wonder¬ 
ful Aruban breeze, Bugaloe’s 
ability to cater to a wide va¬ 
riety of visitors from all over 
the world has also garnered 
it a wonderful reputation 
among locals. It is the place 
to unwind, have fun, eat 
great and meet new friends. 



Bugaloe means food: 

While you can spend 
the whole day trying 
to guess the right pro¬ 
nunciation, we are quite 
sure you will tear right into 
one of our tasty menu items 
that range from beefy burgers 
and creative wraps to 
savory calamari and 
healthy salads. For the 
conventional among us 
there are also cheesy gourmet 
pizzas and tasty wings that 
willsurely satisfy theheartiest 
of appetites. Add to your food 
one of our bartender’s special 
creations and enhance your 
experience. What could be 
better then eating right on 
the water. 



Bugaloe means friends: 

At the end of our happiest of 
hours you wont even care to 
pronounce it right. This hap¬ 
pens every day from 4:00 to 
5:00 PM, when our prices 
will be slashed for the “Hap¬ 
py Hour”. It is the chance to 
warm up for a great evening 
meeting and making new 
friends with tourists and 
locals alike. Once that new 
friend is made you can get 
your groove going to the 
sounds of live bands every 
Tuesdays, Fridays and Sun¬ 
days. You will agree with us 
that the Aruban sunset will 
be the perfect backdrop and 
we at Bugaloe will provide it 
at absolutely no extra charge. 



Bugaloe means fun: 

One thing you will know for 
sure is that it does not mean 
“wallet”. Our friendly serv¬ 
ice is the only stiff competi¬ 
tion for our friendly prices. 
We guarantee you will have 
as much fun visiting us, as 
we will have serving you. 
Our opening hours are from 
9:00 AM to 11:00 PM every 
day. Go ahead, look on-line 
at www.bugaloe.com and see 
what tourists and locals alike 
are talking about. Please ac¬ 
cept this invitation to join us 
for breakfast, lunch or din¬ 
ner and ultimately for the one 
experience that could make 
your trip to Aruba so much 
more unforgettable. 















































This image released by NASA in 2003 shows a partial moon that 
was photographed by an Expedition 7 crewmember from the 
International Space Station. The plains of solidified lava that give 
the Moon its quirky human-like face as seen from Earth were 
created more than four billion years ago, according to a paper 
appearing on Thursday in Nature, the British science weekly. 

(AFP/NASA/File) 

Man in the Moon is lour billion years old 

The plains of solidified lava that give the Moon its quirky human¬ 
like face as seen from Earth were created more than four billion years 
ago, according to a paper appearing on Thursday in Nature, the British 
science weekly. 

The evidence comes from an unearthly silvery-grey stone that was 
blasted off from the face of the Moon, perhaps by an impacting 
asteroid, and was then captured by Earth’s gravity, prompting it to fall 
to ground in Botswana. 

In 1999, the 13.5-kilo (29.7-pound) remnant of this roving rock was 
found by local people near the village of Kuke, in the grasslands of the 
Kalahari Nature Reserve, who then sold it to meteorite hunters. 

The lunar heritage of the rock, named Kalahari 009, has been 
confirmed by a telltale signature of oxygen isotopes and ratio of iron 
to manganese in two volcanic minerals, olivine and pyroxene. The 
nature of these chemicals puts the rock into the category of a mare 
basalt — a lava that flowed out smoothly onto the lunar surface before 
solidifying, forming dark plains that early skywatchers mistakenly 
took for seas, “Mare” in Latin. 

A new analysis of fragments of phosphate in Kalahari 009 puts the 
rocks at the whopping old age of 4.35 billion years, give or take 150 
million years, the Nature study says. 

This implies that mare-type volcanism must have occurred at least as 
early as this date, just after the first stage of lunar crust formation, say 
the authors, led by Kentaro Terada of Hiroshima University in Japan 
and Mahesh Anand of Britain’s Open University. 

Mare volcanism overlapped with a later stage of volcanism, evidence 
of which was found in rocks picked up by the Apollo missions. 

The “Man in the Moon” comprises eyes made of the Mare Imbrium 
and Mare Serenitatis, a nose consisting of Sinus Aestuum, while the 
Mare Nubium and Mare Cognitum provide its mouth. □ 



We are really moving !!!!!!!!! 


Monday dec. 10 Aqua Windie’s ( formally 
Windie’s Watersvort) will open it’s doors at 
the new place! We will be open from 9.00 a.m. 
till 6.00 p.m. For now it is only the retail shop 
(scuba/snorkeling equipment/service) 

You don’t know where we are yet ?? 

Our new address is: Dr.Horacio E. Oduber Blvd.#4 
This is across the street from the emergency 
entrance of the hospital, just look for the blue building. 
Come check it out! 

Tel : 5835669 


WORLD NEWS PI 5 
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Discover the Radisson Aruba 



Friday: International Seafood Festival 

$19.95 per person plus service charge 

Featuring Sushi, Peel n' Eat Shrimp, New England 
Clam Chowder, Spanish Seafood Paella, Seafood Pasta, 
Grilled Mahi Mahi and Lobster Mac n' Cheese, Salad 
Bar and Dessert. 



All You Can Eat Nightly Buffet 

*Kids under age 12, one per paying adult. 


Dinner Buffet: 5:00 to 10:00 p.m. Kids Eat Free* 

Sundowner Special: Receive 10% off your meal when seated by 6:00 p.m. 
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Reservations Recommended 


Nightly Special: Fine Dining 

USDA Prime Beef, Fresh Seafood, Sushi and Spa Cuisine 
Voted "2007 Best Restaurant in the Caribbean" 

AAA 4-Diamond & Wine Spectator Award Winner 

Choose from indoor art deco ambiance or open-air terrace dining. 



The Larimar Spa at the Radisson Aruba features nine 
beautifully appointed treatment rooms, offering a full 
menu of services including advanced skin care 
therapies, therapeutic and integrated massages, 
exfoliating, nourishing and detoxifying body treatments 
including body polishes and wraps, and a full-service 
salon...all certain to ensure your return to indulge 
time after time. 


• Massages 

• Body Treatments 

• Facials/Skincare 


Salon Services 
Gift Certificates 


o£c, 


o 


Open Daily 9:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. 
For appointments, call 526.6053 

LarimarSpaAruba.com 



Dinner by Torchlight 

For a truly romantic evening, dine at the water's edge on beautiful 
Palm Beach. Fixed price menu includes several gourmet selections. 
Simply unforgettable. Advance reservations required. 



Mira Solo 


Martini Bar 

Our outdoor lounge perched atop cascading waterfalls and 
open to sun, stars and cooling breezes. Liquid pleasures 
await...premium vodkas, scotches, cognacs, and tequilas - or 
choose from our Martini Madness menu. The place to start, 
end or spend the evening! 

Open weekdays from 4:00 p.m. and weekends from 12:00 noon 



Sunset Salute Happy Hour with Live Entertainment 

Daily 5:00 to 7:00 p.m. 

Casual beachside dining for lunch and dinner 
Open daily from 11:00 a.m. 


J.E. Irausquin Boulevard 81 | Palm Beach | Radisson.com/Aruba | 526.6612 or 526.661 3 
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US dollar bills. The spirit of giving may lie in an individual 
person’s genetic makeup, according to a study by researchers at 
Hebrew University’s psychology department. Participants were 
given a choice of keeping an equivalent of 12 dollars, or giving 
away all or part of the sum to another player. The researchers 
found that those who had a variant of a gene called AVPRla on 
average gave away nearly 50 percent more money than those 
without the variant. 


(AFP/File/Tengku Bahar) 


Israeli study says generosity 
may be linked to genes 

The spirit of giving may lie in an individual person’s genetic makeup, 
according to a recent study conducted by researchers at Hebrew 
University’s psychology department, the school said on Wednesday. 
In the study, 203 online participants — who had provided DNA 
samples — were given a choice of keeping an equivalent of 12 dollars, 
or giving away all or part of the sum to another player, the university 
said in a statement. 

The researchers examined the participants’ reactions and found that 
those who had a variant of a gene called AVPRla on average gave 
away nearly 50 percent more money than those without the variant. 
“The experiment provided the first evidence, to my knowledge, for a 
relationship between DNA variability and real human altruism,” Ariel 
Knafo, one of the researchers, was quoted as saying in the statement. 
The study’s results were published recently in the journal Genes, 
Brain and Behaviour.□ 



FOR SALE 


Ocean view Westpunt 

Brand new beautiful 4BR/2BT home located on the 
only hill in Westpunt Noord, Called Seroe Pella. 
Living and dining upstairs with amazing views 
and sleeping downstairs. You'll also fnd an extra 
guesthouse with its own bathroom. 

Huge pool (50m2) ands spectacular ocean view! 


AFL. 1.226.500 $689,000 

Call Julian for this listing and many more: 594 - 2256 



L.G. Smith Blvd. 160 (near the low rise Hotels) 

As requested by popular demand 
All you can eat appetizer Early Bird Special 
from 5:30pm - 6:30 pm 

Our All you can eat Appetizer nigths are 

Wednesday & Friday, 

and now Saturday from 5:30 pm -10:00 pm 

All you can eat Sunday Brunch 

from 11:00am - 2:00 pm 

CjCrt^we/ 


l&/ ccirtuAs 

For reservations please call: 

Tel: 583-8899 



luxury travel goes green but 
long flights still favoured 



A man visits the International Luxury Travel Market (ILTM), 
on 03 December, in Cannes. The leading luxury travel show has 
surveyed over 1,500 of its buyers on issues relating to general 
luxury travel trends, changing demographics within the luxury 
travel client base, as well as environmental and security issues. 

(AFP/File/Valrey Hache) 


by Audrey Stuart 

From Robinson Crusoe 
wilderness retreats in the 
Seychelles to high-design eco- 
lodges in Chile, luxury travel 
is pushing to go green, but big 
spenders are still hot on fossil- 
fuel-powered air travel. 

“Green will be the hot colour in 
the luxury products and travel 
sector for years to come,” Ed 
Ventimiglia, vice-president and 
publisher of the American Express 
travel magazine Departures, 
said at the International Luxury 
Travel Market (ILTM) that 
opened Tuesday. 

While the global luxury travel 


business accounts for some 25 
million annual arrivals — or just 
three percent of total international 
arrivals — when it comes to 
spending, wealthy tourists don’t 
hold back. 

Rich travellers spend an estimated 
10,000-20,000 dollars per trip, 
which could include more than 
one destination, the ILTM said at 
the fair. 

Speaking at the crowded event, 
Departure’s chief editor Richard 
David-Story said today’s 
ultimate luxury was a sustainable 
environment. “We need to 
innovate and agree on goals that 
will help sustainability,” he said. 



Excelsior Casino 

Located in the Holiday Inn 


Sports Book 

No charge on winnings 

Live simulcast of all major tracks 
Highest limits in Aruba 
Sports Book opens at 12:30 


Poker Room 

Nightly tournaments: Sign up at 7PM 

Monday $25 Buy in $2,500 Guaranteed 
Tuesday $25 Buy in $2,500 Guaranteed 
Wednesday $10 Buy in $ 1,000 Guaranteed 
Thursday $25 Buy in $2,500 Guaranteed 
Lriday $50 Buy in $4,000 Guaranteed 
Saturday $10 buy in $1,500 Guranteed 

Sunday $25 Buy in Guaranteed $2,500 (at 5PM) 

(Tournaments are subject to change as per Management criteria) 


Hotels and resorts worldwide 
have taken up the challenge 
with such simple measures as 
removing the option of a daily 
sheet and towel change. 

Some, like the Intercontinental 
Hotel in Bali, re-cycle waste 
water to irrigate their tropical 
gardens and have dropped 
tractor-power in favour of cattle 
to rake their endless stretches of 
beach sand. 

Rental car firms and travel agents 
are also trying to do their bit for 
the environment. 

Hertz has just launched a new 
Toyota hybrid eco rental car 
fleet. 

And some travel agents, such as 
Penelope Bannerman of South 
African-based Ear East Tours, 
have stopped producing glossy 
paper-hungry travel brochures, 
instead offering customers a 
chance to adopt a giant panda in 
China’s Wolong Panda Reserve. 
“But hotel clients seem largely 
unaware of these efforts and 
their carbon-offset and other 
initiatives,” said a new research 
report carried out for the ILTM 
noted. 

And a readers’ survey by 
Departures showed private jet 
travel still popular, with readers 
making more than 1.5 million 
trips in private jets in the last 12 
months, and a quarter of those 
interviewed likely to switch from 
commercial airlines to private 
jet or chartered flight in the next 
year. 

Exactly why the affluent seemed 
less aware of saving energy than 
the average backpacker was 
difficult to explain, said Nancy 
Cockerell, head of research at 
TBP, which carried out the ILTM 
report. 

The well-heeled were big 
contributors to philanthropic 
causes and active about reducing 
carbon emissions at home. But 
they appeared to believe their 
air miles were insignificant 
compared with the mass market 
and therefore had little impact on 
the environment, Cockerell told 
ALP. 

“They seem to be in a separate 
world when they travel,” she 
added. 

The ILTM report said today’s 
ultra-affluent travellers tend 
to shun large branded hotels 
in favour of destination clubs 
and resorts. And with a host of 
unique, exotic and increasingly 
sustainable travel experiences 
on offer, the choice for the 
discerning traveller is large. 

One pioneer in the market is 
Sonu Shivdasani’s Six Senses 
Resorts & Spas group. His 65- 
villa Soneva Lushi resort in the 
Maldives aims to become totally 
carbon neutral by 2010 thanks 
to a range of innovative energy 
saving measures. □ 
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The right way to keep tabs 
on Iran’s nuclear program 

By Bennett Ramberg 

How do you say “sorry” in Farsi? That’s the question the White 
House may need to answer in the wake of this week’s stunning 
reversal of official US opinion about Iran’s nuclear ambitions. But 
now that US intelligence believes Iran halted its nuclear arms effort 
in 2003, Bush administration hawks must do more than wipe the egg 
off their faces. They must still find a way to resolve the remaining 
impasse over uranium enrichment. 

The bad news? The current course of ratcheted-up sanctions won’t 
work. The good news? There is a practical plan available that all 
sides could find acceptable. 

The surprising source for this plan is Iran. In 2005 and 2006, Tehran 
called for “international partnerships” and “joint ownership” of fuel- 
cycle facilities that would allow complete transparency through co¬ 
management of enrichment plants. Reluctant to legitimize Tehran’s 
enrichment foothold, the US ignored the overture. But, unable to 
get support from China and Russia for more economic penalties, 
Washington today doesn’t have any practical alternative. 

Danger persistsSuch a plan is critical, because danger persists, 
despite the headlines from the 2007 National Intelligence Estimate. 
This year’s NIE does indeed reverse the NIE’s 2005 finding “that 
Iran currently is determined to develop nuclear weapons.” The 
new conclusion: Iran’s “halt” of its dedicated nuclear weapons 
program began in fall 2003. The report gives a subtle boost to the 
Bush administration: Tehran “was halted primarily in response to 
[undefined] international pressure.” Since the International Atomic 
Energy Agency (IAEA) struggled with Iran in 2003 to come clean 
about its nuclear activities, Washington’s invasion of Iraq arguably 
scared the Mullahs into stopping their weapons work, much as 
the Iraq war also frightened Libya to give up its bomb making 
program. 

Looking forward, however, the US intelligence community concedes 
that “we do not know whether it [Iran] currently intends to develop 
nuclear weapons.” The estimators warn that Tehran will continue to 
expand the number of enrichment centrifuges. Today, Iran operates 
3,000 machines despite “significant technical problems.” In time, it 
proposes to have 50,000 which, un-tethered, will provide it with the 
option to go nuclear. 

Recognizing this, the West spent some five years attempting to 
induce the Mullahs to end the enterprise. Initially, the European 
Community offered carrots - access to nuclear reactor assistance, 
better diplomatic relations, and expanded commerce. Iran toyed 
with the Europeans, suspending enrichment only to resume arguing 
that it had the “unalienable” right to peaceful nuclear technology 
under the nonproliferation treaty. That the enrichment plan made 
no economic sense - Iran still does not have even one operating 
nuclear power plant - was beside the point. 

So, what can the West do now? The latest intelligence suggests that 
Iran poses no imminent threat, so the military option to stop the 
centrifuges is probably off the table.□ 
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View on taxes 

Fix the alternative tax, but pay for it now 


A fight over the alternative 
minimum tax is already 
threatening to delay your refund 
next year. And unless something 
is done soon, an additional 23 
million taxpayers will be hit with 
the AMT on April 15. 

Congress is on the case. But it 
has one big problem. Exempting 
those 23 million next year would 
increase the deficit by $50 
billion. 

There’s an easy and equitable 
way to help offset the cost of 
this temporary patch, by closing 
a tax loophole for managers of 
high-flying private equity firms. 
Instead, Congress is moving 
toward hiking taxes on young 
people. 

That, of course, is not how 
members would describe what 
they are doing. They would 
say they’re patching the AMT 
without an offset. But there is 
no such a thing as a free lunch. 
“Without an offset” is a fancy 
way of saying they’ll borrow 
the money and pass the costs to 
future generations. 

This latest battle over the AMT 
is a telling example of Congress’ 
inability to enact even modest 
policy changes when special 
interests oppose them. 


Two years ago, a panel appointed 
by President Bush presented 
a reasonable plan to end the 
alternative tax, which initially 
affected 20,000 very wealthy 
taxpayers and has morphed into 
an insidious parallel tax structure 
that now hits 3.5 million. But 
because the panel’s plan took on 
some scared cows, most notably 
the mortgage interest deduction, 
it was roundly ignored. 

Now, House Democrats have 
both a permanent repeal plan 
(which is on the back burner) 
and a temporary fix offset in part 
by requiring the private equity 
tycoons to pay income tax on 
their income. 

Unsurprisingly, private equity 
interests aren’t keen on that. 
They’ve deployed an army of 
lobbyists and spread campaign 
contributions around Washington. 
It appears they have enough votes 
in the Senate to preserve their tax 
break. The most likely outcome 
is that Democrats will buckle on 
their commitment to “pay as you 
go” discipline and will approve 
an AMT patch with no way to 
pay for it. 

That’s your government at work. 
Both parties bear responsibility. 
Bush, at his news conference 


on Tuesday, called for an AMT 
fix but continued to espouse the 
Republican line that the costs 
should not be offset. A number 
of Senate Democrats, such as 
Charles Schumer of New York, 
have sided with the private equity 
position. 

All this reinforces the impression 
that the government is dedicated 
to penalizing groups that aren’t 
politically organized to reward 
those that are. 

In this case, the favored group 
includes some of the world’s 
wealthiest money managers. 
Most highly skilled business 
executives pay income tax on 
their compensation, often at the 
top rate of 35%. But these money 
managers can masquerade their 
income, from a share of profits 
known as “carried interest,” as 
a capital gain, even though their 
own capital is not at risk, and pay 
just 15%. 

Ending this sham would not only 
finance about half of the AMT 
fix, it also would remove a highly 
distortive aspect of the tax code 
that gives certain types of firms 
an advantage over others. 

That, apparently, is too much to 
ask.Q 


Opposing view 


Don’t hike partnership taxes 


By Eric Cantor 

Twenty-three million American 
families are looking at a $2,000 
tax increase on this year’s taxes, 
thanks to the looming threat of 
the alternative minimum tax and a 
Democratic majority in Congress 
that has failed to find a way to 
avoid this tax hike on American 
families. Last month, the House 
passed a one-year AMT patch 
that would have raised taxes 
on what are known as “carried 
interest” partnerships by 133%. 
That measure died in the Senate. 
Taxing partnerships to pay 


for an AMT fix is a mistake. 
Carried interest partnerships are 
an important source of capital 
for businesses ranging from 
small mom-and-pop-operations 
to some of America’s largest 
companies. These partnerships 
invest in low-income housing, 
energy exploration, real estate 
and medical innovation in rural, 
suburban and urban America. 
Like it or not, raising taxes on 
carried interest ultimately attacks 
the same middle-class people this 
AMT fix is trying to help. 

The AMT, part of the Tax Reform 


Act of 1969, was passed to 
ensure that 155 of the wealthiest 
American families pay taxes — 
not to raise taxes on 23 million 
Americans in 2007. 

This congressional unintended 
consequence is something that 
will now fall on the backs of 
millions of taxpayers. 

According to a Congressional 
Budget Office report, “rather 
than affecting only high-income 
taxpayers who would otherwise 
pay no tax, the AMT has extended 
its reach to many upper-middle- 
income households.” 

Which raises a fundamental 
question: Why are Democrats 
in Congress trying to pay for an 
AMT “patch” by raising other 
taxes on the American people? 
Republicans in Congress have 
tried to eliminate this outdated 
tax. In 1998, the Republican-led 
Congress sent then-president Bill 
Clinton a bill that would have 
repealed the AMT. But Clinton 
vetoed the bill, effectively 
killing AMT repeal and setting 
up the financial train wreck we 
have today. The AMT should 
be repealed. Short of that, no tax 
hike is justified to avoid another 
tax.Q 
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Chrysler CEO sees $1.6 bln 
loss this year: report 



Chrysler Chief Executive Robert Nardelli speaks during a news 
conference at Chrysler Headquarters in Auburn Hills, Michigan, 
August 6,2007. Nardelli expects the automaker to lose $1.6 billion 
this year, the Wall Street Journal reported in its online edition, 
citing sources familiar with the matter. 


Chrysler LLC Chief Executive 
Robert Nardelli expects the 
automaker to lose $1.6 billion 
this year, the Wall Street Journal 


(Rebecca Cook/Reuters) 
reported in its online edition, 
citing sources familiar with the 
matter. 

Nardelli said the automaker’s 


costs will exceed $64 billion, 
while revenue will fall shy of 
$63 billion, the Journal said, 
citing people who heard the CEO 
speak at a gathering of Chrysler 
engineers outside Detroit. 
“Therefore, we will lose about 
$1.6 billion this year,” the CEO 
said, according to the Journal. 
Representatives of Chrysler could 
not immediately be reached for 
comment. 

On Monday, Chrysler’s Vice 
President of U.S. Sales Darryl 
Jackson said the company 
will adjust its North American 
production schedule weekly in 
2008 as the year “looks very 
tough.” 

Detroit’s Big Three automakers - 
- Chrysler, General Motors Corp 
(GM.N) and Ford Motor (FCZ. 
N) Co (F.N) — are bracing for 
industry-wide sales of roughly 
16 million units this year, the 
lowest tally since 1998.Q 


Stocks edge up amid mixed retail sales 


By MADLEN READ 
AP Business Writer 

Stocks rose modestly Thursday 
as investors pored over sluggish 
retail sales reports and remained 
lukewarm about a government 
plan aimed at containing the 
subprime mortgage crisis. 

Wall Street, concerned about 
the housing slump’s impact 
on consumers, looked toward 
same-store sales reports from 
the nation’s retailers to get a 
better idea of the economy’s 
health. The holiday shopping 
season got off to a mixed start: 
Wal-Mart Stores Inc.’s results 
beat expectations but Target 
Corp. offered a disappointing 
December outlook. 

Investors also waited for 
President Bush to announce 
details of a plan to freeze interest 
rates for up to five years for 
some subprime borrowers. The 
plan was worked out between the 
Treasury Department, mortgage 
lenders and banks. 

The fallout from the subprime 
crisis has weighed on the financial 
services sector this year, with 
banks and brokerages writing 
down some $80 billion worth 



A trader works on the floor of 
the New York Stock Exchange 
in New York, December 5, 
2007. 

(Brendan McDermid/Reuters) 

of securities tied to mortgages. 
Royal Bank of Scotland Group 
PLC, the U.K.’s second- 
biggest bank, on Thursday 
reported it suffered $3 billion in 
writedowns caused by slumping 
credit markets. The Dow Jones 
industrial average rose 16.42, or 
0.12 percent, to 13,461.38. 
Broader stock indicators also 
rose. The Standard & Poor’s 500 
index increased 0.92, or 0.06 


percent, to 1,485.93, and the 
Nasdaq composite index rose 
9.05, or 0.34 percent, to 2,675.41. 
Bond prices fell. The yield on 
the benchmark 10-year Treasury 
note, which moves opposite to its 
price, rose to 3.98 percent from 
3.95 percent late Tuesday. The 
dollar was mixed against other 
major currencies, while gold 
prices slipped. 

Investors will also be looking 
for further signs that the Federal 
Reserve will cut rates when 
policymakers meet on Tuesday. 
The Fabor Department reported 
the number of U.S. workers filing 
new claims for unemployment 
benefits fell as expected last week 
but the four-week average hit a 
two-year high, suggesting the job 
market might be softening. 

The Fed might take a cue from 
overseas after the Bank of 
England cut its key interest rate to 
5.5 percent from 5.75 percent on 
Thursday. The European Central 
Bank kept its rates on hold. 

In corporate news, Coca-Cola 
Co. said President and Chief 
Operating Officer Muhtar Kent 
will become chief executive as 
of July 1. □ 



Cars drive by Perkins Rowe, located in Baton Rouge, La., a mixed- 
use development on Tuesday Dec. 4, 2007. The development is 
one of more than 100 beneficiaries of a hurricane recovery loan 
program for private developers, available in Louisiana through 
the Gulf Opportunity Zone Act passed after hurricanes Katrina 
and Rita devastated the state in 2005. Perkins Rowe received 
$250 million in low-cost bonds to finance half the estimated $500 
million in construction costs. 

(AP Photo/Arthur D. Lauck) 

Extra mortgage payment may not be best 

By EILEEN ALT POWELL 
AP Business Writer 

While some families are struggling to pay their mortgages, others 
are in the enviable position of considering whether to make an extra 
payment this year. 

Experts say that while such a move can reduce interest payments over 
the life of the loan — and speed up the date of a mortgage burning 
party — it may not be the best use of consumers’ money. 

“My concern is that you may accomplish paying off your mortgage 
early, but if you’re not doing any other saving, you’ll enter retirement 
broke,” said Ric Edelman, a financial adviser based in Fairfax, Va., 
and author of “The Truth About Money.” “I think it’s more important 
for people to create wealth than to eliminate debt.” 

There are benefits, of course, to speeding up the payment of a 
mortgage by adding extra money to each month’s payment check, 
shifting to biweekly payments or making a 13th “monthly” payment 
before year’s end. 

Take the case of a family that takes out a $200,000 home loan with 
a fixed rate of 6 percent for 30 years. If that family makes an extra 
payment each year earmarked to reduce principal, it will save more 
than $47,000 in interest over the life of the loan and pay it off in 
less than 25 years, according to Bankrate.com, an online financial 
information service based in North Palm Beach, Fla. 

Still, speeding up the payment of a mortgage may not be as beneficial 
as dealing with other debt, said Greg McBride, senior financial 
analyst with Bankrate.com. He noted debts such as credit cards often 
carry considerably higher interest rates than mortgages, and interest 
payments on such consumer loans are not tax deductible like mortgage 
interest is. 

McBride also argued that a homeowner should never consider 
diverting more money to a mortgage until all other savings accounts 
are funded. 

“Tying up more money in an illiquid asset such as a home is ill-advised 
if the homeowner doesn’t have an adequate emergency savings 
cushion,” McBride said. He added: “A much better use of the money 
would be to contribute to a 401(k) retirement account to maximize the 
employer match, or fund a Roth IRA that permits tax-free withdrawals 
in retirement.” 

Bob Walters, chief economist of Quicken Loans, an online mortgage 
lender based in Livonia, Mich., said homeowners need to ask 
themselves what the very best use of a spare dollar could be. 

Look at your mortgage interest rate, say 6 percent, he said. Then look 
at your possible tax deduction. If you’re in a 28 percent tax bracket, 
your after-tax cost of borrowing is about 4.5 percent.^ 
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First rise in U.S. teen 
births since ‘91 


Teen births rise 

The teen birth rate has grown 
for Ihe first time in 14 years. 

U.S. births age 15-19. 

per 1 ,000 in that age group 
7-0 ante 



SOURCE: COC AP 

Chart shows the number of 
teen births by year 

By MIKE STOBBE 
AP Medical Writer 

In a troubling reversal, the 
nation’s teen birth rate rose for the 
first time in 15 years, surprising 
government health officials and 
reviving the bitter debate about 
abstinence-only sex education. 
The birth rate had been dropping 
since its peak in 1991, although 
the decline had slowed in 
recent years. On Wednesday, 
government statisticians said 
it rose 3 percent from 2005 to 
2006. 

The reason for the increase is not 
clear, and federal health officials 
said it might be a one-year 
statistical blip, not the beginning 
of a new upward trend. 

However, some experts said they 
have been expecting a jump. 
They blamed it on increased 
federal funding for abstinence- 
only health education that doesn’t 
teach teens how to use condoms 
and other contraception. 

Some key sexually transmitted 
disease rates have been rising, 
including syphilis, gonorrhea 
and chlamydia. The rising teen 
pregnancy rate is part of the same 
phenomenon, said Dr. Carol 
Hogue, an Emory University 
professor of maternal and child 
health. 

“It’s not rocket science,” she 
said. 

At the same time, some research 
suggests teens are using condoms 
far more often than they did 15 
years ago. 

The new teen birth numbers are 
based on the 15-19 age group 
of women, which accounted 
for most of the 440,000 births 
to teens in 2006. The rate rose 
to nearly 42 births per 1,000 in 
that group, up from 40.5 in 2005. 
That translates to an extra 20,000 


births to teen mothers. 

In 1991, the peak year for teen 
births, there were nearly 62 births 
per 1,000. 

The new report is based on a 
review of more than 99 percent 
of the birth certificates from 
last year by the U.S. Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention. 
The report, released Wednesday, 
quickly took on political 
implications. 

Opponents of abstinence-based 
programs seized on the data 
as evidence of wrong-headed 
government policy. 

“Congress needs to stop knee- 
jerk approving abstinence-only 
funding when it’s clear it’s 
not working,” said U.S. Rep. 
Diana DeGette, D-Colo., who is 
pushing for more comprehensive 
sex education. 

The new report offers a state-by- 
state breakdown of birth rates 
overall. Many of those with the 
highestbirthratesteachabstinence 
instead of comprehensive sex 
education, according to the 
Planned Parenthood Federation 
of America. 

And research has concluded that 
abstinence-only programs do not 
cause a decrease in teenage sexual 
activity, Planned Parenthood 
officials added. 

“In the last decade, more than 
$1 billion has been wasted on 
abstinence-only programs,” 
said Cecile Richards, the 
organization’s president, in a 
prepared statement. 

Decreased condom use and 
increased sexual activity are 
two likely explanations for the 
higher teen birth rate. But not 
all data supports those theories, 
said John Santelli, a professor of 
population and family health at 
Columbia University’s school of 
public health. 

For example, a biannual 
government survey of high 
school students found that the 
percentage of those who said 
they used a condom the last time 
they had sex rose to 63 percent 
in 2005, up from 46 percent in 
1991. 

Contraceptive-focused sex 
education is still common, and 
the new teen birth numbers 
reflect it’s failing, argued Moira 
Gaul of the Family Research 
Council, a conservative advocacy 
organization in Washington, 
D.C. 

The CDC also reported that births 
to unwed mothers reached an all- 
time high in 2006, but that is part 
of a continuing upward trend and 
was expected. □ 


Obese kids may face heart risks later 


By STEPHANIE NANO 
Associated Press Writer 

The chicken nuggets are coming home to roost. By 
the time today’s teens are middle age, the rate of 
heart disease could be 16 percent higher because of 
the extra pounds they are carrying around today, a 
U.S. study suggests. 

A second study, by Danish researchers, documents a 
connection between excess weight in even younger 
kids and heart disease in adults — especially boys. 
The two reports in Thursday’s New England 
Journal of Medicine may well be underestimating 
the future health effects of childhood obesity, said 
Dr. David Fudwig, director of an obesity program 
at Children’s Hospital Boston. 

“We’ve simply never had a generation that’s been 
this heavy from so early in life. The consequences 
of that are unprecedented and unknown,” said 
Fudwig, who was not involved in the research. 
While the U.S. projections were based on a 
computer model, the Danish study is a large, 
decades-long look at what happened in real life to 
277,000 children as they grew up. Some 14,500 of 
them — twice as many men as women — had heart 
disease or died from it before age 60. 

The researchers found that the more overweight a 
child was between ages 7 and 13, the greater the risk 
of heart disease was in adulthood. The relationship 
was strongest in boys and increased with age. 

For example, an average-size 13-year-old boy had 
a 12 percent risk. But for a boy of the same age and 
height who weighed about 25 pounds more, the risk 
went up by one-third, to 16 percent. 


“Our findings suggest that as children are becoming 
heavier worldwide, greater numbers of them are at 
risk of having a (coronary heart disease) event in 
adulthood,” said the researchers from the Institute 
of Preventive Medicine in Copenhagen. 

Today, about a third of U.S. youngsters are either 
overweight or obese. Increasing numbers of obese 
children are being diagnosed with type 2 diabetes, 
high blood pressure, bad cholesterol and other 
obesity complications that were seldom seen in 
children before. 

Some of those complications are risk factors for 
heart disease, which could explain the link between 
childhood weight and a higher risk of heart disease, 
the Danish researchers suggest. Or it could be 
because many heavy children — although not all 
— become heavy adults, they said. 

Their study used detailed health records kept for 
every schoolchild in Denmark. They calculated 
the body mass index, which is based on height 
and weight, for children bom between 1930 and 
1976. Using hospital discharge records and a death 
registry, they tracked the children from age 25 to 
find out who had heart disease by age 60. 

One of the researchers, Jennifer Baker, said previous 
studies that have looked at the issue have been 
inconsistent, and this is the “first to convincingly 
demonstrate that excess weight in childhood is 
associated with heart disease in adulthood.” 

The U.S. researchers used obesity figures for U.S. 
teens in 2000 to estimate that as many as 37 percent 
of men would be obese when they reached 35, 
compared to 25 percent now. □ 


losing virginity early or late tied to health risks 


People who start having sex at 
a younger or older than average 
age appear to be at greater risk 
of developing sexual health 
problems later in life, a new 
study suggests. 

The findings, according to 
researchers, cast some doubts 
on the benefits of abstinence- 
only sexual education that has 
been introduced in U.S. public 
schools. Using data from a 
1996 cross-sectional survey of 
more than 8,000 U.S. adults, the 
researchers found that those who 
started having sex at a relatively 
young age were more likely 
to have certain risk factors for 
sexually transmitted diseases 
(STD) — including a high number 
of sexual partners and a history 
of having sex under the influence 
of alcohol. 

On the other hand, both “early” 
and “late” starters were at 
increased risk of problems in 
sexual function. This was tme 
primarily of men, whose problems 
included difficulty maintaining 
an erection and reaching orgasm. 
The findings are published in 
the American Journal of Public 
Health. It’s not clear from the 
survey why both early and late 
starters tend to have more sexual 
dysfunction, according to the 
researchers, led by Dr. Theo G.M. 


Sandfort of Columbia University 
in New York City. 

But the findings, they write, “only 
partially support” abstinence- 
only sex education — which 
encourages teenagers to save sex 
for marriage. 

“Although our findings support 
an association between early 
initiation and long-term (STD) 
risk, they also suggest a more 
complicated picture of sexual 
functioning,” Sandfort and his 
colleagues write. 

Delaying sexual activity may 
“create health risks by impeding 
development of the emotional, 
cognitive, and interpersonal skills 
that are crucial to satisfactory 
sexual functioning and general 
well-being,” they add. 

On average, respondents said 
they had sex for the first time 
around the ages of 17 or 18. 
Those who had their first sexual 
encounter at average age of 14 
were considered “early starters” 
and those who started at age 22 
or older were considered “later 
starters.” 

It’s not possible to determine 
cause-and-effect from the survey 
data, according to the researchers. 
For example, young men with 
sexual problems may start 
having intercourse at a later age, 
contributing to the link between 



A couple embrace in Hanoi 
June 25,2007. People who start 
having sex at a younger or older 
than average age appear to be 
at greater risk of developing 
sexual health problems later in 
life, a new study suggests. 

(Kham/Reuters) 

later sexual “debut” and higher 
odds of sexual dysfunction. 
However, Sandfort’s team adds, 
the findings lend credence to 
other studies suggesting that 
abstinence-only education may 
actually increase the risk of 
certain health problems. 

“Sexual education that is more 
supportive and acknowledges the 
diverse needs of young people 
might prevent the negative 
outcomes observed here,” the 
researchers write. □ 
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Sutherland starts 48 days in Jail 


By DAISY NGUYEN 
Associated Press Writer 

Kiefer Sutherland was sentenced 
Wednesday to 48 days in jail for 
racking up a second drunken- 
driving arrest in three years and 
immediately reported to a city 
lockup. 

The star of the Fox TV drama 
“24” was being processed at the 
Glendale city jail, said Officer 
John Balian. 

Sutherland, 40, who pleaded no 
contest in October to driving 
with a blood-alcohol level above 
the legal limit of .08, appeared 
in court with his attorney and 
politely answered the judge’s 
questions, said Assistant City 
Attorney Dan Jeffries. 

His request to serve his time at 
the Glendale city jail was granted 
and he was ordered to complete 
the sentence by March 30, 
Jeffries said. 

“Kiefer made the decision 
to surrender to custody 


immediately,” his attorney, Blair 
Berk, told The Associated Press. 
He could have waited as late as 
Feb. 12. 

The actor was already on 
probation for a 2004 drunken- 
driving arrest when he was 
stopped by police as he left a 
Hollywood industry party at the 
trendy Area nightclub on Sept. 
25. Authorities said he failed 
a field sobriety test after being 
pulled over for making an illegal 
U-turn. 

Sutherland had also pleaded no 
contest to a misdemeanor DUI 
charge in 2004. He was sentenced 
in that case to five years’ 
probation, 50 hours of community 
service and ordered to attend 
an alcohol treatment program. 
Authorities said he fulfilled the 
community service and alcohol 
treatment obligations. 

He was also convicted of alcohol- 
related reckless driving in 1993, 
according to the city attorney’s 



office. 

“I’m very disappointed in myself 
for the poor judgment I exhibited 
recently, and I’m deeply sorry 
for the disappointment and 
distress this has caused my 
family, friends and co-workers,” 
Sutherland said in a statement 
issued after he entered his plea 
in the latest case. 

Sutherland, who plays dashing 
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federal counterterrorism agent 
Jack Bauer on “24,” won an 
Emmy for best actor last year. 
Under the terms of his plea, he 
also must serve five years of 
probation, pay a $510 fine, enroll 
in an 18-month alcohol-education 
class and attend weekly alcohol- 
therapy sessions for six months, 
Jeffries said. 

He could have been sentenced to 
as much as a year and a half in 
jail if convicted. 

Sutherland will serve his sentence 
at Glendale city jail, but under 
a county jail inmate program 
because of overcrowding, Jeffries 
said. He must serve all 48 days. 
The Glendale jail is a minimum 
security facility with 48 cells, 


each of them measuring 10 feet by 
8 feet. They come equipped with 
two beds, a toilet, washbasin and 
water fountain, but Sutherland 
won’t be sharing his cell with 
anyone. 

“Anyone here for a long period 
of time will get their own cell,” 
Balian said. 

The actor is classified as an 
“inmate worker” and will be 
required to perform duties in the 
laundry room and help prepare 
food for inmates in the kitchen 
area. 

“He’ll be working here for 48 
days,” Balian said. 

Sutherland will also have access 
to an outdoor area and be allowed 
two visitors per day.Q 



British artist JMW Turner’s ‘Bamborough Castle’ is seen in this 
undated handout from Sotheby’s auctioneers in London in this 
handout picture released December 5, 2007. The watercolour, 
which has not been seen in public for more than a century and listed 
as lost, has been sold to an American collector for nearly double 
the pre-auction estimate of 1.5 million pounds ($3 million). 

(Sotheby ’s/Handout/Reuters) 


U.S. collector buys long- 
lost Turner watercolor 


A watercolor by British artist JMW Turner not seen in public for more 
than a century and listed as lost has been bought by an American 
collector for 2.9 million pounds ($5.9 million), nearly double the pre¬ 
auction estimate. 

The atmospheric “Bamborough Castle” was sold late on Wednesday 
after a telephone bidding battle between four would-be buyers at 
Sotheby’s Old Master sale. 

Described by the Graphic Society in 1837, shortly after it was painted, 
as “one of the finest watercolor drawings in the world,” the picture 
had not been on the open market since 1872 when it went for a then 
record of 3,309 pounds. 

About 18 years later it passed privately into the hands of the American 
Vanderbilt dynasty and disappeared from public view, being listed in a 
1979 catalogue as “untraced.” 

The painting depicts the castle high on a cliff on the northeastern 
English coast during a storm which has driven a ship on to the rocks. 
In the picture, a flare has been fired and people are gathered at the 
water’s edge preparing to try to rescue the sailors seen rowing away 
from the stricken vessel. 

The castle was known as a place of refuge on the British coast for 
sailors in distress during storms. 

It had rooms set aside for rescued sailors, as well as a marine rescue 
party that patrolled a long stretch of the coast. □ 















By RONALD BLUM 
AP Baseball Writer 

NASHVILLE, Tenn. - Andruw 
Jones is following Joe Torre to 
the Los Angeles Dodgers. The 
Gold Glove center fielder and the 
Dodgers reached a preliminary 
agreement Wednesday night on a 
$36.2 million, two-year contract 
that gives him the fifth-highest 


average salary in the major 
leagues. 

Jones, the former Atlanta star 
who has won 10 straight Gold 
Gloves, is coming off one of 
the worst offensive seasons of 
his career. But if he rebounds, 
he could give the Dodgers a 
desperately needed boost in the 
middle of the lineup. He must 


By RONALD BLUM 
AP Baseball Writer 

NASHVILLE, Tennessee (AP) - The Major League 
Baseball commissioner’s office and players’ union 
have discussed how to handle possible discipline 
for some players linked to the purchase of banned 
drugs, but penalties have not yet been set. 
ESPN.com reported Wednesday that the union 
is negotiating with Major League Baseball on a 
possible 10- to 15-day suspension for outfielder 
Jose Guillen. The San Francisco Chronicle reported 
last month that Guillen ordered more than $19,000 
worth of drugs - three kinds of human growth 
hormone, two types of testosterone and the steroids 
stanozolol and nandrolone - from the Palm Beach 
Rejuvenation Center between May 2002 and June 
2005. 

MLB banned HGH in January 2005. The penalty for 
a first offense that year was a 10-day suspension. 

“I interviewed Mr. Guillen. I’ve had an ongoing 
dialogue with the Major League Baseball Players 


Association regarding the relevant facts and 
circumstances,” said Rob Manfred, baseball’s 
executive vice president of labor relations. “We do 
not, however, negotiate discipline. The commissioner 
will determine what discipline, if any, is appropriate 
when I conclude my investigation.” 

Michael Weiner, the union’s general counsel, 
declined comment. Several others have been 
accused in media reports of buying HGH, among 
them Los Angeles Angels outfielder Gary Matthews, 
Cleveland pitcher Paul Byrd, St. Louis outfielder 
Rick Ankiel and free-agent infielder Jerry Hairston 
Jr. A report by former U.S. Senate leader George 
Mitchell on performance-enhancing drugs in Major 
League Baseball is to be released this month, and it 
is possible many players could be identified in his 
report based on evidence collected by the Albany, 
New York, district attorney and the U.S. Attorney’s 
office, which reached a plea agreement with 
former New York Mets clubhouse attendant Kirk 
Radomski. □ 


The Heisman Trophy is shown in this 1978 photo file photo. 
The four Heisman finalists were announced Wednesday, Dec. 
5, 2007. They are Hawaii quarterback Colt Brennan, Missouri 
quarterback Chase Daniel, Arkansas running back Darren 
McFadden andFlorida quarterback Tim Tebow. 

Associated Press 


febow, McFadden, Brennan and 
Chase Daniel are Heisman finalists 


By RALPH D. RUSSO 
AP Sports Writer 

NEW YORK (AP) - University of Florida quarterback Tim Tebow, 
trying to become the first second-year player to win the Heisman 
Trophy, and Arkansas running back Darren McFadden, the runner- 
up for last year’s award, were among the four finalists for the 
announced Wednesday. 

Missouri quarterback Chase Daniel and Hawaii quarterback Colt 
Brennan were the other finalists. They will all be in New York 
on Saturday night when the award is given to the top player in 
American college football. 

“I think it’s a good race,” Brennan said at a news conference. “I 
think anybody can win it. If s up to the voters. It will be interesting 
to see how it plays out.” 

Since the first Heisman was given to Chicago’s Jay Berwanger 
in 1935, all 70 players who have won college football’s most 
prestigious award have been in their third or fourth year of college 
eligibility. 

Tebow could break that trend. The ultimate dual-threat quarterback, 
the Tebow ran for 838 yards and an Southeastern Conference- 
record 22 touchdowns. 

He’s also the nation’s second-leading passer, having completed 68 
percent of his throws for 3,132 yards, with 29 touchdowns and just 
six interceptions in his first season as a starter. □ 


possible discipline in doping cases 


Union and MIB have discussed 




pass a physical for the deal to be 
completed, a person familiar with 
the negotiations said, speaking 
on condition of anonymity 
because no announcement had 
been made. 

A five-time All-Star, Jones will 
receive a $12.2 million signing 
bonus, of which $5.1 million is 
payable next year, $2.1 million 
in 2009 and $5 million in 2010. 
He well get salaries of $9 million 
next year and $15 million in 
2009, and also will receive a no¬ 
trade clause. 

His agreement with the Dodgers 
was first reported by the Los 
Angeles Times on its Web site. 
Scott Boras, his agent, wouldn’t 
confirm the agreement but 
sounded as if a deal had fallen 
into place. 

“Being on a competitive team 
was a very, very important part 
of his process,” he said. 

Jones hit .222 this season, his 
lowest average since he batted 
.217 in 106 at-bats as a rookie in 
1996. 

His 26 home runs were his fewest 
since 1997. He drove in 94 runs 
for the Braves, but finished with 
a paltry .311 on-base percentage. 
Had Jones finished with big 
numbers, he likely would have 


this Sept. 23, 2007, file photo, Atlanta Braves’ Andruw Jones 
celebrates as he scores the go-ahead run against the Milwaukee 
Brewers during an MLB baseball game in Atlanta. Jones and 
the Los Angeles Dodgers reached a preliminary agreement 
Wednesday, Dec. 5, 2007, on a $36.2 million, two-year contract. 

Associated Press 


sought a longer-term agreement. 
Boras said there were really only 
two options when it came to 
length. 

“Very, very long-term or very, 
very short term,” he said. 
“Nothing in between.” 

Jones didn’t consider a one-year 
contract. 

“I wouldn’t put a player in that 
position, mainly because (he) just 
went through that,” Boras said. 
“That was never an option.” 
Dodgers general manager Ned 
Colletti did not immediately 
return an e-mail seeking 
comment. Jones is a .263 career 
hitter with 368 home runs and 


1,117 RBIs. He was runner-up 
for the NL MVP award in 2005, 
when he had 51 homers and 128 
RBIs. The following season he 
hit 41 home runs with a career- 
high 129 RBIs. 

He made $13.5 million this year, 
the final season of a five-year 
contract. The Braves made no 
effort to re-sign him. 

Jones’ $18.1 million average 
salary trails only those of the 
Yankees’ Alex Rodriguez ($27.5 
million), Boston’s Manny 
Ramirez ($20 million), the 
Yankees’ Derek Jeter ($18.9 
million), and the Cubs’ Carlos 
Zambrano ($18.3 million).□ 


Andruw Jones, Dodgers 
reach preliminary deal 
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LIVE MUSIC AT 11PM BY 

CRISTAL BREEZE 

11PM TILL 01AM S2-BAR 

ALL-U-CAN-EAT 
BURGERS for $10 


MOMID/AY 

LIVE MUSIC 



ENJOY A RELAXED AND CASUAL DINNER 
ON OUR TERRACE WITH A BEAUTIFULL 
VIEUW OF THE SUNSET. 



LIVE MUSIC *02 


2 FOR TUESDAY HAPPY HOUR 
FROM 11PM TILL MIDNIGHT 

“ASK ONE-GET-TWO” 


WEPMESKAY 

ALL U CAN EAT RIBS 

only $13 starting at 5pm 

Student Night All Drinks $1 -50 

11pm to lam 


Live Music 
“DUTCH MEAL” 

Weekly something different 


DUTCH HAPPY HOUR from 5 till 7pm 

Half Price on 1 BEER and 1 MIX DRINKS! 

FREE SNACKS!! 




Florida Panthers’ Garth Murray (17) and Ottawa Senators’ Chris Neil (25) fight during the first 
period of an NHL hockey game Wednesday, Dec. 5, 2007, in Sunrise, Fla. 
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NHL Roundup 

Senators beat Panthers 
to snap losing streak at ? 


SUNRISE, Florida (AP) - Randy Robitaille scored 
twice, and Ray Emery stopped Kamil Kreps’s 
penalty shot in the third period to help the Ottawa 
Senators snap a seven-game losing streak with a 5-4 
victory over the Florida Panthers on Wednesday. 
Mike Fisher, Nick Foligno and Jason Spezza also 
scored for the Senators. Ottawa won for the first 
time since a 4-2 victory over Montreal on Nov. 19. 
It was Ottawa’s longest losing streak since an 11- 
game slide in the 1995-96 season. 

The Senators are 6-0 against Florida in the last two 
seasons. 

Olli Jokinen had two goals for Florida, which has 
lost three in a row since a four-game winning streak 
got the Panthers to .500. Steve Montador had a goal 
and two assists, and David Booth had the other 
goal. 

Emery finished with 21 saves. 

Devils 4, Bruins 3, OT 

At Newark, New Jersey, Patrik Elias scored his 
second goal of the game with 1:44 left in overtime, 
and New Jersey edged Boston to extend its winning 
streak to eight. 

Zach Parise also scored twice, and Martin Brodeur 
made 23 saves to help the Devils overcome a three- 
goal deficit. Zdeno Chara, Glen Murray and Dennis 
Wideman had first-period goals for Boston. 

On the winner, Elias took a drop pass from Parise 
and beat goalie Tuukka Rask with a screened shot 
that went between Boston defenseman Andrew 
Alberts’ legs. Rask came in after starter Tim Thomas 
fell awkwardly while trying to snare a deflected 
shot with 1:10 left in regulation. 

Thrashers 4, Islanders 3, SO 
At Atlanta, Slava Kozlov and Ilya Kovalchuk 
scored in a shootout for Atlanta, and goalie Kari 
Lehtonen stopped Bill Guerin and Miroslav Satan 
in the tiebreaker. 

Lehtonen made 30 stops in only his second start - 
both wins against the Islanders - since missing 16 


games because of a groin injury. 

Kovalchuk scored his NHL-leading 23rd goal, and 
Marian Hossa had a short-handed goal and added 
an assist for Atlanta. Pascal DuPuis also had a 
short-handed goal for the Thrashers, 0-for-9 on the 
power play. 

Mike Comrie, Mike Sillinger and Trent Hunter 
scored for the Islanders. 

At Columbus, Ohio, Dan Fritsche’s goal with 4:05 
left capped a wild six-goal third period in Columbus’ 
comeback victory over Colorado. 

The Blue Jackets pulled even on Rick Nash’s second 
goal of the night and another by Joakim Lindstrom 
midway through the period. 

Columbus’ Nikolai Zherdev scored on a low shot 
from the slot with 5:16 left for a 4-3 lead, but 
Colorado’s Scott Hannan countered off a rebound 
with 4:35 remaining. 

Just 30 seconds later, with the crowd roaring on 
every play, Jason Chimera’s shot was stopped by 
Colorado goalie Peter Budaj, but Fritsche cleaned 
up on a backhander. 

Hannan and Peter Stastny each had a goal and an 
assist for Colorado, and Jeff Finger and Wojtek 
Wolski also scored for the Avalanche. 

Flyers 3, Wild 1 

At St. Paul, Minnesota, Jeff Carter had a goal and 
an assist, and Braydon Cobum also scored to help 
Philadelphia extend its road winning streak to four 
games. 

Minnesota, riding a four-game winning streak, 
was kept in check by the Flyers despite a decided 
advantage in power-play minutes. 

In other NHL games Wednesday night, it was: 
Ottawa 5, Florida 4; New Jersey 4, Boston 3 in 
overtime; Anaheim 4, Buffalo 1; Atlanta 4, the 
New York Islanders 3 in a shootout; Columbus 
5, Colorado 4; Vancouver 3, Chicago 2; Phoenix 
4, Los Angeles 1; San Jose 3, Dallas 2; and 
Philadelphia 3, Minnesota !-□ 

































NBA Roundup 
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Celtics hold off surprising 76ers 113-103 


PHILADELPHIA (AP) - Paul 
Pierce had 19 points and 12 
assists, Kevin Garnett scored 22 
points and the Boston Celtics 
broke open a surprisingly tight 
game in the fourth quarter to 
beat Philadelphia 113-103 on 
Wednesday. 

Ray Allen added 12 points for 
Boston (15-2), but it was Eddie 
House and James Posey who 
sank the big 3-pointers that let 
the NBA-best Celtics remain 
undefeated in the Atlantic 
Division. 

House and Posey went 7-for-13 
on 3 s and that was the difference 
late in the game. 

Andre Miller kept the Sixers 
alive until the fourth with his first 
double-double of the season, a 
26-point, 12-assist effort. Andre 
Iguodala scored 24 points. 

The Sixers gave an inspired 
effort in their first game with 
Ed Stefanski as president and 
general manager. Stefanski left 
his job as general manager of 
the Nets to take a similar role in 
Philadelphia after Billy King was 
fired on Monday. 

Wizards 105, Cavaliers 86 
At Washington, Caron Butler 
scored 27 points to lead 
Washington past the Cleveland, 
which has lost four straight with 
LeBron James sidelined by a 
sprained left index finger. 
Cleveland has lost five straight 
overall for the first time since 
Feb. 22-March 1, 2006. 
Meanwhile, Washington is 6- 
4 without Gilbert Arenas, who 
underwent surgery on his left 
knee last month. Arenas sat on 
the Wizards’ sideline for the first 
time since his surgery. 

Antawn Jamison had 17 points 
and 12 rebounds for Washington. 
Brendan Haywood finished with 

17 points and 10 boards as the 
Wizards outrebounded the Cavs 
45-29. 

Suns 136, Raptors 123 

At Toronto, Leandro Barbosa 
scored 35 points, Canadian star 
Steve Nash had a season-high 

18 assists and Phoenix set a 
season high in points in beating 
Toronto. 

Shawn Marion added 10 points 
and 14 rebounds for the Suns, 
who have won four straight 
and 12 of their past 14. Amare 
Stoudamire had 25 points and six 
rebounds. 

Nash scored 10 points in his only 
appearance of the regular season 
in Canada. 

T.J. Ford, who had missed five of 
the past seven games because of 
a stinger in his left arm, scored 27 


for Toronto, which had won four 
straight home games. Anthony 
Parker added 22, and Jose 
Calderon and Carlos Delfmo had 

14 points apiece. 

Bulls 91, Bobcats 82 

At Charlotte, North Carolina, 
Luol Deng scored 30 points and 
Chicago dominated the fourth 
quarter to send Charlotte to its 
seventh straight loss. 

Andres Nocioni scored 10 of his 

15 in the final quarter and added 
11 rebounds for the Bulls, who 
erased an 11-point deficit to win 
on the road for the second time in 
nine tries. 

Gerald Wallace had 22 points 
for the Bobcats, but was on the 
bench with five fouls for the 
decisive 10-2 run early in the 
fourth quarter that gave Chicago 
its first lead of the game. 

Jason Richardson scored 17 
points, but was shut out in the 
final quarter and Raymond Felton 
scored 17 points but missed six 
free throws down the stretch for 
the Bobcats. 

Knicks 100, Nets 93 
At East Rutherford, New Jersey, 
Jamal Crawford scored 29 points, 
Zach Randolph added 25, and 
New York overcame the absences 
of Stephon Marbury and Eddy 
Curry to beat New Jersey. 

Fred Jones and David Lee stepped 
into the lineup and finished in 
double figures, helping New 
York beat its cross-river rival 
for the second time in the last 12 
regular-season meetings. 

Richard Jefferson scored 31 
points for the Nets. 

Vince Carter added 19 and 
Bostjan Nachbar had 16. Jason 
Kidd missed a game for the first 
time this season because of a 
migraine, and New Jersey failed 
to get anything going until it 
already trailed by 14 in the fourth 
quarter. 

Pistons 91, Hornets 76 

At New Orleans, Richard 
Hamilton scored 21 points to 
help Detroit win its fifth straight. 
Chauncey Billups scored 18 for 
Detroit, while Rasheed Wallace 
had 13 points and 10 rebounds. 
Antonio McDyess added 10 
points on 5-of-8 shooting. 

Tyson Chandler had 17 points 
and 22 rebounds for New 
Orleans, which had won three of 
its previous four. Peja Stojakovic 
scored 19 points, hitting two 3- 
pointers to give him 51 for the 
season, second-best in the NBA 
behind Orlando’s Rashard Lewis 
(53). Chris Paul added 14 points. 
Rockets 105, Grizzlies 92 
At Houston, Tracy McGrady 


finished with 17 points, 10 
rebounds and 12 assists for his 
third-career triple-double, and 
Yao Ming added 24 points and 
13 rebounds to help the Houston 
down Memphis. 

Reserve Bonzi Wells added a 
season-high 24 for the Rockets, 
who have won four of six since 
losing six straight. 

Paul Gasol led the Grizzlies 
with 23 points and 12 rebounds. 
Damon Stoudamire had 19 
points. 

Spurs 97, Mavericks 95 

At San Antonio, Manu Ginobili 
scored a season-high 37 points to 
help San Antonio overcome the 
absence of Tim Duncan and beat 
Dallas. 

In Wednesday night’s other 
NBA games, it was: Boston 
113, Philadelphia 103; Phoenix 
136, Toronto 123; Chicago 
91, Charlotte 82; New York 
100, New Jersey 93; Detroit 
91, New Orleans 76; Houston 
105, Memphis 92; San Antonio 
97, Dallas 95; the Los Angeles 
Lakers 111, Denver 107; 
Golden State 120, Milwaukee 
90; and Seattle 95, the Los 
Angeles Clippers 88.Q 



Los Angeles Lakers guard Kobe Bryant, left, breaks up a pass to 
Denver Nuggets guard Allen Iverson in the first quarter of a NBA 
basketball game in Denver on Wednesday, Dec. 5, 2007. 
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L nevv location 

£ PaseoHeienda 

In front of the Holiday Iran 


Now Open 

OPENING HOURS 

DE%9,OOam-9,OOpm 
Sundays400pm-8.00pm 



Hassle Free Shoppu ip 

of pet fanes and cosmetics 

Right at Your doorstep and with an 

Extra Samepricesasatik airport 

Mwttage DUTYFREE 


H^)aasplmsaYxestmdMsei\kusofaTJ?m(klxmite 


SALON LOCATIONS CABNES DE BEAITO LOCATIONS 
Mainstneet.... 5822113 ext 2 Mainstieet... 5822113 
Renaissance Mall.... 5836100 Paseo Herencia.... 5862113 
Santa Cruz .... 5858536 San Nicotaas.... 5841400 
Paseo Herencia... 586213 


The Beauty Emporium 
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LA CABANA 

&eacA and 'racquet du& 


Pata Pata Bar 


Daily TWO FOR ONE happy hour from 4-6 
With daily live music by Aruba’s most popular 
entertainers such as: Claudius Philips, 

Giovanni Trim & the Equator band 

While enjoying the happy hour, 

try one of our delicious pizzas 4 . . 


MOUNT GAY RUM BAR HOPPING TOUR 


Do you want to know what the bars 
in Oranjestad are really all about? 

Participating Bars 

Join the Mount Gay Rum bar hopping 

1 - Cafe The Plaza 

tour to reveal the ins and outs of town 

2 - Grand Cafe Tropical 

To participate collect your card at any 

3 - Scandals 

of the participating venues and order 
any Mount Gay Rum Cocktail. 

4 - Cafe Chaos 

5 - Rumba 

Whenyourcardisfull,you get the t-shirt! 

6 - Kildare Irish Pub 


MOU 



For more information and Free T-Shirt, please call 582-7177 



The Earlybird merfu 

Served between 4 pm & 6.30 pm 
Soup of the day 
Mixed Salad or Ceasar Salad 

Catch of the day 
Filet Mignon 
Fettuccini Alfredo 
Chicken Breast 


Hot chocolate fudge Sunday 

All main courses are served with 
potatoes au Gratin & fresh vegetables 
The early bird menu is priced at $ 20.- 
Service charge not included. 

For reservations call 586-3659 



Facials - Massages 
BeautyTreatments 


Find us at: 

Westin Resort, Spa & Casino 
Holiday Inn Sunspree Resort 
The Mill Resort 
La Cabana Beach Resort 
Bucuti Beach Resort 


(297) 586 0613 
(297) 586 4684 
(297) 586 3286 
(297) 587 4356 
(297) 583 1100 


inte: 


Day Spa 


Bring this ad for a $ 25.00 discount on any combination of 
2 massages (please bring spouse, lover, friend, etc) 

Not valid with any other promotion 



9:30-2pm only $53pp. 

Visit 3 Great sites 
with BBQ, Open Bar, 
Gear & Ropeswing! 


3-6pm only $33pp 
Shorter version of am 
cruise with Open Bar, 
Gear & Ropeswing! 


5-7pm only $27pp. 
Open Bar included 


Valid only with direct tel. reservation and cannot be combined with other offers. Save $1G per coupon ( 
per couple for morning cruises. Save $5 per coupon^per couple for afternoon cruises, 

Jolly Pirates Cruises depart from the MooMba Beach between Holiday Inn and the Marriott., 


Call 586 8107 or 992 7858 


Saturday & Sunday 

All you can eat 
Breakfast Special 

Assorted bread, cold cuts, jam's, 

for only $ 9.95 pp - (Incl. Coffee, tea & Juice) 




Make reservation 
before 10:00 am 
to receive Ostrich 
tour tickets at Vi price 


CALL NOW @585-9630 
The first 5 reservations 
receive 

FREE 

ostrich tour 
tickets 


AA A L RESTAURANT 



























































On Top Of The News 


Email: news@arubatoday.com 
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Magical moments do 
come true on Aruba 


A romantic 
renewal 
of vows 
for Terry & 
Sandra 



ORANJESTAD - It was a 
picture perfect ceremony as 
the lovebirds Terry and Sandra 
Dockins said T do’. 
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Casablanca 

Casino 

Celebrates 

Exceptional 

Careers 
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How would you describe the Aruban Experience ”? 


University Students of International Tourism 
Management Conduct Field Study 


PALM BEACH - Tourism destinations compete not only for large-scale on-island survey on ‘Destination Experience and 
market share, but more importantly, for mind share. As travelers Brand Image’. The students surveyed over 1200 visitors with 
and tourists face an increasingly hyper-real world, their search questions regarding their pre-visit image of Aruba and their 
for existential authenticity and their emotional engagement are post-visit experience. The survey also addressed why visitors 
essential for visitor satisfaction and building visitor loyalty, choose Aruba and how Aruba compared to their previous visit 
Understanding the intricate complexity of mental images and to other Caribbean destinations. 

personal perceptions is thus a strategic imperative for the The findings yield interesting insights into the intricacy and 
attractiveness and competitiveness of tourism destinations. complexity of personal perceptions and vacation experiences of 

To address these issues, students of International Tourism travelers and tourists. 

Management of the University of Aruba recently concluded a Continued on Page B6 



After its recent transformation and expansion 


Aruba’s Ralph Lauren store combines 
Caribbean cool with casual sophistication 
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Shoco Awards of 
Excellence 

Leo Donato 
is Allied 
Member 
Employee 
of the Year 
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Discover the best-kept secret in Aruba 


Seafood Paella with free sangria at Destiny! 


Tempting special tonight at Aruba Destiny 



PALM BEACH- The Aruban 
Family-owned restaurant; Aruba 
Destiny, is located by the Dutch 
Windmill, in front of the Mill 
Resort. The owners Ema and 
Rolando Solognier with son 
Orlando, started the restaurant 
two years ago and tastefully 
designed and decorated the 
interior to create a romantic, cozy 
atmosphere with delightful music. 
A colorful terrace romantic under 
the stars, is also very inviting. 
The menu at Aruba Destiny 
features some very popular items 
like Coconut Grouper; which is 
the restaurants’ signature dish, 
the seafood paella, Cabrito 
Stoba, Keshi Jena and Sirloin 
Steak all prepared the Aruban 
way. Most dishes are served with 
pan bati (a native cornbread), 
funchi (Aruban fried polenta), 
fried plantains and fresh sauteed 
vegetables. 

Also quite the attractions here are 
the seafood dishes, ranging from 
Fruits of the Ocean and king 
crab to Chilean Sea bass and a 
red snapper fillet pan fried with 
garlic shrimp. Ema is already 



very famous for her desserts on 
the island. They began a cake 
business before they went in 
to the restaurant business, so 
Amban desserts are in high 
demand at the restaurant. The 
cashew nut cake is a real must- 
try because it is very Amban and 
simply wonderful. Some guest 
comments include “Best meal 
ever in Aruba” and “A complete 
dining pleasure”. Tonight’s 
special includes a great seafood 
paella served with a glass of the 


best red or white sangria on the 
island for only $ 19.95 and gratuity 
is not included. The Solognier 
family would love to welcome 
you tonight for a unique dining 
experience and son Orlando as 
waiter would love to show you 
some Amban hospitality. Please 
call for more information or 
reservations at 586-1100 or 568- 
6493 (Erna’s number). Destiny is 
open Monday to Saturday from 
5:30 pm to 10:30 pm. Sundays 
closed. □ 



BLOSSOM BASKETS 

Our baskets are designed and handcrafted in Aruba by local designer Marcia. 

These baskets are entirely hand woven with natural fibers with either bamboo 
or plastic handles. Strong, fine and waterproof, raffia is known for its luminous colors. 
The designer uses the finest silk flowers, beads, printed suede and swarovski 
crystals to decorate these one of a kind pocket books. 

Join the world of celebrities and get your own designer basket! 
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KEEDO KIDS CLOTHING 

The Keedo collection is sold exclusively at our Playa Linda store where you can find 
a large selection of this top quality .unique and colorful kids clothing made in Capetown, 
South Africa. Keedo is made of the purest cotton grown in South Africa and is sold in Aruba, 
St.Maarten, S.Africa, Europe and in selected stores in the USA. 

Sizes range from newborn to 10 years. Our store is located at the Playa Linda Beach 
Opening hours are from 10am-6.00pm. tel. 586-8778 


E-mail: blossombasketsaruba@hotmail.com 
Visit us at www.blossombasketsaruba.com 

















In honor of the Liberty Travel Leadership Conference 


LOCAL |“ 
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Pangea on Renaissance Private Island 





RENAISSANCE ISLAND - Three catamarans delivered the 
Liberty Travel General Managers from their hotels on Palm 
Beach to the Renaissance Private Island for the farewell banquet 


/Sawasdee 

THAI 

Restaurant 

The most authentic Thai 
food out of Thailand 

EVERVTHIN6 MADE 
FRESH TO ORDER 



Palmbeach 186b 
NOORD 

OPEN: 5-10:30pm 
CLOSED MONDAYS 



next to Wendys 
across from 
Me Donalds 
High Rise Area 

586-8071 


of the annual leadership conference unfolding on Aruba. 
Renaissance Private Island’s culinary team presented an 
evening titled Pangea, with multi-cultural buffet foods, decor 
and entertainment, reflecting on the island’s diverse heritage. 
Party goers were thanked for their participation in the event 
by Mark Benson, Liberty Travel, Myma Jansen, the Aruba 
Tourism Authority, Rob Smith, CEO & President of the Aruba 
Hotel & Tourism Association and Hal Williams on behalf of De 
Palm Tours who provided transfers and transportations during 
the conference as well as decor services via De Palm Tours 
Destination Management Services, at the spectacular final 
banquet. 

The food, the ambiance, the music by Lucre and Jiro and the 
bottomless tropical cocktails contributed to an unforgettable 
evening under the stars, which combined nicely with the return 
short trip by boat and a bus transfer back to the hotels. 

See you again in the very near future.□ 

Buccaneer 

RESTAURANT 

Buccaneer Restaurant is an island tradition for over 25 years that serve 
creative dishes prepared with a European touch with irresistible secret 
flavorings which continue to lure guests back, again and again. Feast on 
fresh Caribbean catch in one of the cozy booths with a view of an aquarium 
at each seat, surrounded by tropical splendor and nautical decor, Our 
second dining room resembles an underwater cave, complete with a 7,500 
gallon saltwater aquarium, unseen elsewhere . Our friendly staff is here to 
give you the "Welcome Aboard" feeling and the chef-owner will 


personally tak^care of you. 
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After its recent transformation and expansion 


Aruba’s Ralph Lauren store combines 
Caribbean cool with casual sophistication 



ORANJESTAD - Customer 
traffic to the newly re¬ 
opened Ralph Lauren store in 
downtown Oranjestad has been 
brisk, with both local residents 
and visitors drawn in as much 
by the designer’s distinctive 
styles as by the inviting new 
look of the store. After several 
months of renovation, Aruba’s 
Ralph Lauren store has been 
expanded and further enhanced 
with a Caribbean elegance 
of cool, colorful shades and 
dark woods that flawlessly 
suits the casual, self-assured 
sophistication of Ralph Lauren 
apparel. 

“When people walk into the 
store, we want them to feel at 
home, with the mood decidedly 
warm and relaxed,” explains 
Managing Director Danny 
Abady. “By expanding the 
store, we were not only able 
to offer more to the customer 
in the way of merchandise, but 
also to better welcome them at 
each visit, and to help build an 
ongoing relationship.” 

Ralph Lauren has always 
conveyed more than a look, 


but a lifestyle; a concept that 
is mirrored in the store’s 
design. Wooden archways 
herald each space, linking 
the different salons featuring 
men’s and women’s fashions. 
Large, comfortable chairs are 
irresistible to customers who 
want to sit, relax and take in 
the elaborate displays, original 
artwork and tempting clothing 
style choices presented in cool 
linens, sumptuous cashmeres 
and light cotton twills. 

Aruba’s Ralph Lauren store, 
although true to the seasonal 
lines currently featured in Ralph 


Lauren stores throughout the 
world, also provides styles and 
clothing appropriate to Aruba’s 
tropical weather year-round, 
exemplified by its central space 
featuring swimsuits, sunglasses 
and resortwear. 

“We have paid strict attention 
to detail in everything, from 
the unique look of the Aruba 
store to the level of customer 
service, from how we present 
the different clothing styles to 
the inviting atmosphere of the 
store,” says Danny Abady. 

It’s location, at the Renaissance 
Mall, is also perfectly placed, 
with the Ralph Lauren store 
neighboring other international 
designer brands. At its 
boulevard entrance, boxwood 
shrubs frame the doorway, with 
customers welcomed by the 
kaleidoscope of colors of the 
iconic Ralph Lauren polo, and 
leading in to a wider selection 
of must-have fashions. 

The general public is invited 
to experience Aruba’s newly 
reopened Ralph Lauren store. 
Opening hours are Monday 
through Saturday, 9:30 a.m. to 
9:00 p.m.Q 



Baptism Party enjoyed at 
Amazonia Churrascaria 



PALM BEACH - A gathering of family members celebrated 
the Baptism of two of Rochie Geerman’s baby grandchildren. 
The famed veteran of the island’s hospitality industry enjoyed 
a multi-generational party at Amazonia Churrascaria’s private 
banquet room organized by his daughter Julaica Dirks. Guests 
enjoyed the extensive salad bar and the non-stop parade of 
carvers who delivered perfectly grilled steak, chicken, lamb 
and pork to the table, all at a set, all-inclusive price, chased by 
refreshing caipirinhas and a great selection of beer and \vinc_] 




Cold Beer prices ranges from $1.80 to 2.30 
Gatorate $2 / Cigarettes $4.00 / Soda $0.95 
Ice-cream, Ben & Jerry / Haagen-Dazs / Nestle 
Rums made in Aruba at a good price. 

T-Shirts at $3.50 / Aruba Bags $8.00 
Sun Glasses / Souvenirs & a wide variety 
of Snacks also available 
Bring this Ad & receive a free gift with any 
purchase of $25.00 

OPEN Monday-Friday 8:30 am -10:30 pm 

Satin-day 9:00 am -10:30 pm 

DAILY Sunday 9:00 am-9:00 pm 

We’re located at walking distance from the High Rise Area. 

You can get your basic food & drink 


Located at: 186-D Palm Beach (Next to Dominos Pizza) Tel: 586-1710 
www.shopngoaruba.com 



mok4uss 

Jeep & Car Rental 


www.more4less-aruba.com 


We Rent 
Harley Davidson^ 


Jeep Wrangler 
start from 

1 Day US$ 85,00 3 Days US$ 189,00 jAif] 
IWeek US$346,00 JBH 

Cars start from 

3 Day US$ 99,00 1 Week US$ 180,00^1 

ALL PRICES INCLUDE 3rd PART INSURANCE, FREE PICK-UP & DROP OFF - FREE MAP & MILAGE 


FOR RESERVATION: 993-2864/588-7255/593-3849 
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Chairman Ewald Biemans Remarks & AHATA General Assembly 


PALM BEACH - Ewald 
Biemans Chairman of the 
Board of the Aruba hotel & 
Tourism Association gave his 
remarks at the AHATA general 
assembly via a remote feed. 
Away on business in Europe 
Ewald nevertheless wanted 
to address the assembly and 
share his thoughts with Aruba 
in general and the association 
members in particular. 
Biemans titled the final general 
assembly for 2007, Winds of 
Change. 

He said the following: 

“With all the changes we 
have been experiencing in 
AHATA and Aruba, we could 
call the theme of this General 
Assembly, The Winds of 
Change. Changes within the 
AHATA team, changes within 
Aruba’s tourism product, in our 
environment, in technology 
and in our economy have been 
substantial in 2007. 

While change is initially 
uncomfortable, it allows us 
the opportunity to re-group 
with a fresh perspective and 
a new set of skills to apply to 
our mission and vision. 

We started this year with 
a couple of urgent issues 
needing immediate attention: 
Immigration issues. 

AHATA and the Ministry 
have been working through 
critical issues with the permit 
process and while the process 
continues, members have been 
reporting progress in securing 
the laborers needed. We are 
also working on a Job fair and 
targeted San Nicolas as our 
test area. 

Renewed relationships. 

ATA and AHATA retreated to a 
“meeting of the minds” where 
we released, refreshed and 
rejuvenated - and ultimately 
hope to build a new pathway 
towards a successful working 
relationship of the public & 
private sector, which will 
produce for Aruba tourism. 
Environmental issues. 
Sustainability and the 
environmental issues are 
increasingly important to our 
customers. The world’s largest 
tour operator, TUI announced 
that in the near future they 
will only sell hotels that are 
environmentally friendly. One 
of the initiatives AHATA is 
taking is to educate and train 
our associates and technicians 


in the industry. A solar energy 
workshop, a Green globe 
certification workshop and 
several other courses are 
being organized to enlighten 
our members. Several 
more members have already 
committed to becoming 
environmentally certified. We 
alsolookforwardtoavery close 
and effective environmental 
relationship with ATA. We 
are looking forward to make 
our environmental journey 
an island wide effort with the 
ultimate goal of obtaining a 
destination certification. 

As the New Year approaches 
we have remaining issues still 
yet to resolve. 

Last June our marketing 
retreat focused on PRODUCT. 
As our product has changed, 
consumer feedback of our 
product has changed. Our 
one happy island, once 
differentiated by the unique 
friendliness of our people and 
natural beauty has matured. 
Growth can naturally be 
positive, when done in a 
sustainable way as there 
are many examples of 
sustainability success stories. 
And we must plan and 
budget for the infrastructure 
improvements toaccommodate 
all this growth including: 
Labor laws, new roads, 
parking, waste management, 
pollution-control laws, beach 
& reef protection and nature 
preservation, crimeprevention, 
water and electric production, 
education and health care. 

Our retreat in June highlighted 
the issue of product, and 
sustainable growth. We 
brought the public and private 
sector together to consider our 
future and we plan on focusing 
more attention on this critical 
issue in the coming year. We 
hope our entire community 
participates in these 
discussions and will bring 
their voice to the debate. 

You feedback to the Board of 
AHATA is hereby requested 
- and we will respond with 
appropriate steps. 

In Closing 

2008 will also be the year 
where we intend to solidify 
the AHATA superfund which 
will allow AHATA and ATA 
to surge forward and launch 
the programs needed in a 
timely fashion to successfully 



produce business. 
Participation by Aruban 
businesses benefiting from 
tourism is a priority, to secure 
our future in the difficult 
times ahead. Allied members 
and the government will be 
brought to the table and it is 


my mission that 2009 will 
be the year this program 
will come to fruition. Hotel 
members have already agreed 
to support an additional 1% 
of their sales in participation 
and I am confident that our 
community will understand 


the necessity for Aruba to 
compete in an increasingly 
competitive marketplace. 
Pictured here are Ewald’s 
remarks beamed in via remote 
feed, to the General Assembly, 
at the Radisson Aruba Resort 
& Casino. □ 


Shoco Awards of Excellence 

Leo Donato is Allied Member Employee of the Year 



PALM BEACH - The Aruba much of themselves as their 


Hotel & Tourism Association 
reports that it received five 
nominations in this category 
from 3 companies and after 
the judges pre-screened the 
candidates, they named 3 
very worthy finalists Dayna 
Leon, Colombian Emeralds 
International, Elaine Carti, De 
Palm Tours and Leo Donato, 
Red Sails Sports. This category 
was particularly difficult for 
the judges and again the Aruba 
Hotel & Tourism Association 
is gratified that the employees 
and people from those 
companies working outside the 
hotel sector contributed just as 


colleagues in the hotel sector. 
The resorts continue to be 
appreciative of the hospitality 
and professionalism provided 
by the employees of allied 
companies and are glad that 


they too can be recognized via 
the Shoco Awards. 

The qualities which 
contributed to the selection 
of this year’s winner Leo 
Francisco Donato, of Red Sail 
Sports included a contagious 
personality, extreme pride of 
the work he does and the love of 
working at his company, pride 
in being Aruban, the ability to 
provide service with a caring 
heart, and the ability to enrich 
guests’ vacation experiences. 
Leo is a true treasure, the 
judges wrote, people like that 
just don’t come along very 
often. Congratulations, Allied 
Member Employee of the 
Year, Leo Francisco Donato, 
Red Sail Sports. Q 
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THE CINEMAS AT RENAISSANCE 


ENCHANTED 

(PG- 

■13) 





daily: 5:05 

7:25 

9:50 


late-show: 

12: 

:00 

FRED CLAUS 

(PG) 






daily: 4:50 

7:10 

9:40 


late-show: 

11 

:55 

HITMAN (R) 







daily: 4:10 

6:15 

8:20 

10:25 

late-show: 

12: 

:30 

BEE MOVIE 

(PG) 






daily: 4:45 







ATONEMENT 

(R) 






daily: 6:50 

9:25 



late-show: 

12: 

:00 

CHAOS (R) 







daily: 4:40 

7:00 

9:15 


late-show: 

11 

:30 

LIONS FOR LAMBS 

(R) 





daily: 4:05 

6:05 

8:10 

10:10 

late-show: 

12: 

:10 


f— r ~/ <Sc Sc y~t 


THE CINEMAS AT PASEO 


WHY DID I GET MARRIED? (PG-13) 

daily: 5:15 7:35 10:00 

ENCHANTED (PG) 

daily: 4:00 6:20 

SAW IV (R) 

daily: 8:30 10:30 

FRED CLAUS (PG) 

daily: 5:10 7:25 9:40 

HITMAN (R) 

daily: 4:00 6:10 8:10 10:20 
THIS CHRISTMAS (PG-13) 
daily: 5:00 7:30 9:50 
LIONS FOR LAMBS (R) 
daily: 4:25 6:25 8:20 10:25 


late-show: 12:15 
matinee: 1:45 
late-show: 12:30 
late-show: 12:00 
late-show: 12:25 
late-show: 12:10 
late-show: 12:20 


/=/ / <S< Serf- 


DRIVE IN THEATRE 


THE GAME PLAN (PG) 
thurday & Sunday 8:00 
Friday & Saturday: 8:00 8c 10:30 


SUNDAY 

CAR-CRASH 



UNIVERSITY STUDENTS 
Continued from Page B1 
The results indicate that 
Aruba’s beaches and tropical 
climate are the most important 
images visitors have before 
their visit, mentioned by 
over 60% of visitors. The 
Aruban experience, however, 
is enriched by the warmth, 
friendliness and hospitality 
of its people. In terms of 
atmosphere and mood, 
visitors mention a pleasant 
and relaxing atmosphere. 
Comparing Aruba to other 
Caribbean destinations, 26% 
indicate that their experience 
is much better. In terms of 
satisfaction, 41% indicate that 
they are extremely satisfied, 
with 22% pertaining to an 
ecstatic ‘wow’ experience. 

In terms of profiling the 
‘psyche’ and personal 
perceptions of tourists, this 
study confirms the shift 
from traditional marketing 


to contemporary branding 
focused on emotional 
engagement and holistic 
experiences. Traditional ‘sun- 
sand-sea’ images and ads 
simply do not cut it anymore. 
The results of this research 
underscore the importance 
of measuring and managing 
‘intangible assets’ of 
tourism, including authentic 
experiences, unique images, 
and organic channels (e.g., 
word-of-mouth, personal 
experiences). The‘Destination 
Experience and Brand Image’ 
survey is an annual survey 
conducted by University of 
Aruba students of Hospitality 
& Tourism Management. 
The survey is conducted in 
close collaboration with the 
industry. Students are grateful 
to all organizations for their 
collaboration, and would like 
to thank all the visitors for 
their time and input in this 
survey. Q 
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Newlyweds Pat & Michael Goodale enjoy paradise 


DIVI- Pat & Michael Goodale have been 
enjoying a romantic honeymoon in paradise. 
The lovebirds reside in Attleboro, Massachusetts 
and were married on November 21,2007. Their 
destiny was met traveling to work on the train 
and it all began 9 years ago. 

Their favorite vacation getaway is Aruba. Ever 
since they discovered the little oasis surrounded 
by turquoise waters in 2000 they knew they 
found their second home. Michael proposed 
on April 30, 2007 at the French Steak House. 
With over 14 visits since they first arrived, 


coming twice a year, they knew that Aruba was 
the perfect place to spend their honey moon. 
Aruba holds many special memories for the 
newlyweds. They are guests at the Divi Village 
and enjoy everything that Aruba has to offer. 
They especially love the Sand Piper Bar where 
they meet up with old friends and enjoy an 
all day relaxing experience while sipping on 
cocktails and watching the sunset. 
Congratulations from all your friends at Divi 
Village! !Q 

Photos by Angela Munzenhofer 




FREE Shirt Friday! 

Get a FREE Alhambra T-Shirt when 
you earn 500 points today with your 
Alhambra Advantage card! 

Alhambra cap may be substituted for t-shirt. 


Open daily 6 pm to 2 am 

Daily Happy Hour 

Enjoy 1/2 price drink specials 
every night from 6 pm to 8 pm! 

• 

2-for-1 Sundays 

Special Buy 1 get 1 FREE 
items on our Sunday menu! 

• 

Spice up your meal with 

Cieo’s Hot Wings! 


Yout best hand is waiting! 

Alhambra Casino now features 

T exas Hold’Em 




■i? 


* 


Open daily 10 am to 4 am • www.alhambracasino.com • 583.5000 

Must be an Alhambra Advantage member. All programs and promotions are subject to change or cancellation without notice. 


<r A DIVI RESORTS PROPERTY 
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Casablanca Casina Celebrates Exceptional Careers 




Divi Links - Casablanca 
Casino demonstrated 

its sincere gratitude this 
week when celebrating the 


exceptional careers of its core 
management team. 

Six key-executives of the 
Casablanca Casino celebrated 


a grand total of 30 years each, 
amounting to 180 years of 
professional experience. 
Trusted and knowledgeable 


Thomas Chung, Andres 
Jansen, Dennis Lacle, Eric 
Maldonado, Robert Tromp 
& Servacio Semeleer were 
picked up at the Westin Aruba 
Resort by limousine and 
dropped off at Divi Links for 
a private lunch party perfectly 
orchestrated by the casino 
Marketing and Promotions 
Manager Myandra Croes. 
Windows on Aruba had a 
special table reserved for 
the VIPs, overlooking the 
emerald greens, perfectly set 
for a leisurely served gourmet 
lunch. 

Nigel Barrow, the Managing 
Director of Casablanca Casino 
who hosted the party - and 
picked the delicious matching 
wines - reports his six Aces 
have been coming to work at 
the same building for three 
decades, and while the building 
changed hands and names 
their loyalty remained intact 
and their support steady. 
Under a number of flags 


and within different brands 
Concorde first, then Hilton, 
Wyndham, and now the 
exciting Westin, the six Aces 
have always kept their focus 
on customers, making the 
gaming experience at the 
casino most-enjoyable and fun, 
providing superb management 
and reliable supervision, 
protecting the integrity of the 
games and the efficiency of 
the operation. 

Nigel thanked his Aces on 
behalf of Diamond Gaming, 
who has owned the casino 
for just over two years, and 
expressed his pleasure at 
offering the party as a token of 
appreciation. 

Myandra then presented the 
Aces with handsomely enraged 
crystal commemorative 

plaques while Windows on 
Aruba served a memorable 
lunch from the exhibition 
kitchen, delivering beautifully 
plated a la carte specialties, in 
a lovely setting.Q 







mm 


$ 381,355 


Hooiberg 


Square Meter: 175 
Lot Size Square Meter: 314 
A beautiful Arubian style house. 

It is situated in a nice and quiet 
ighborhood, only 10 minutes away 
m the high rise hotels and the beaches 
It has a nice big yard with a pool and a 
bo. 

CALL: Muna 5934647 
Team : Ken Faustin 































Magical moments do come true on Aruba 
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A romantic renewal of vows for Terry & Sandra 




ORANJESTAD - It was a 


picture perfect ceremony 
as the lovebirds Terry and 
Sandra Dockins said T do’ to 
one another to reconfirm their 
love and vows to one another 
of 35 years of marriage. The 
ceremony was held on the 
beautiful beach at the Marriott 
Aruba Resort & Stellaris 
Casino. 




A beautiful beach blessing 
officiated by Reverend 
Syndney Jacob with the 
exchange of vows and rings 
was followed by a champagne 
toast and cake cutting 


ceremony on the beach at the 
Simply Fish. 

Congratulations to the 
newlyweds from Aruba 
TodayQ 

Photos by Julia Renfro 





At la Cabana Beach & Racquet Club 


Multi Cultural Food Festival 
organized to raise funds for 
Children’s Charity 


EAGLE BEACH - La Cabana Beach & Racquet Club 
management and associates are pooling their resources to raise 
funds for Children’s Home Imeldahof. 

In the spirit of the season La Cabana Beach & Racquet Club is 
organizing an event tonight, Friday, December 7th, from 6 p.m. 
to 9 p.m., on the pool deck of the resort featuring food stands 
from Aruba, Haiti, Venezuela, Colombia and Santo Domingo as 
well as a Caribbean Sweets and Dessert stand. 

Each stand will also offer a select traditional beverage to 
complement its food. 

The king of Calypso, Claudius Philips was booked with his band 
to entertain in conjunction with a popular dance group. Tourists 
and locals are invited to attend this special event. 

Please come and support this excellent community effort on 
Friday. 

Remember that Christmas is the season for kindling the fire of 
hospitality in the halls and the genial flame of charity in the 
hearts. □ 
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S'be ^Holiday Season 
s a time for giving, and you can 
help make it a very special 
holiday for families and 
children in need on jftruha. 

4 

*• 

Just bring a new, unwrapped toy or books to the offices of 
Aruba Today & Bon Dia Aruba, located at Weststraat 22, 

Oranjestad, and the good elves at Caribbean Speed Printers N.V. i 
will wrap and deliver the toys in time for the holidays. 

Monetary gifts will be accepted as well, with all proceeds going JI 
towards the purchase of toys for families and children in need. 
Donations will be accepted until the December 15, 2007. 


Toys for Tots will also accept donations of non-perishable 
food items, and the good elves at Caribbean Speed Printers 
N.V. will make grocery bags to be distributed to families in need 
especially those affected by the recently floats. 


Visiting the island and not sure how to find us to make a 
donation? Give us a call at 582-7800 during regular business 
hours and ask for the “Toys for Tots" department, and we will 
come to you at your resort. 


The Toys for Tots program would like to thank ^ 
everyone in the community of Aruba for 
helping to make this special project 
possible, including generous 
support from the following sponsors: 
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IFA’s members enjoy a Holiday Cocktail Party 




ORANJESTAD - Members 
of IFA, International Friends 
of Aruba, enjoyed a holiday 
cocktail party at Yemanja 
Wood Fired Grill, on 
Wilhelminastraat, Oranjestad, 
dressed in their holiday 
finest. 

IFA kicked off the season with 
the delightful gathering under 
the stars while the restaurant’s 
friendly staff served delicious 
passion fruit Caipirinha as 
welcome drinks, followed 
by bottomless cocktails and 
spirits. 

The restaurant’s Chef Sander 
prepared a scrumptious 
selection of wood fire 
hors d’oeuvres, debuting 
with Gazpacho Shots and 
following with Grilled Sweet 
Chili Glazed Chicken Breast 




it. *■' 

Wraps, Grilled Tenderloin dessert. 

Skewers, Mini Ciabatta with Pictured here are members 
Truffle Tomato, Puff Pastry of IFA enjoying a pleasant 
filled with Shrimp Ragout social event in the heart of 
and Chef Sander’s Surprise Oranjestad.□ 


Tasca La Cascada 

Portuguese Tapas Bar & Restaurant 

Turibana #1 Noord Aruba 



CLOSED ON MONDAYS 


Best prices on the Island 
No service charge!!! 


Free glass of wine with this 
ad per person. (Only one ad per table). 


Serving food from 4pm till 11pm 
Bar open till 12 Midnight. 
Weekends till 3 am. 


Enjoy the best European 
wines and Arabian made 
wine!!! 


All food prepared by its 
owners and cooked on 
charcoal!!! 


ST Ama_ 
CHurch 


-□ 


MAP 
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CCAA Formulates Measures to Boost Growth in Central America, Caribbean 


A Region Poised for 







3 I st Miami Conference 

on the Caribbean Basin 

December 3-5, 2007 ♦ Int«Kontmental H©t*l. Miami, Honda 


MIAMI - With the goal of developing 
the Central America and Caribbean 
region and facilitating its access 
to current global markets, the 31st 
Caribbean-Central American Action 
Conference (CCAA) formulated a 
series of measures in the areas of 
biofuels, small and medium-sized 
businesses, health and education, 
“which will contribute significantly 
to the region’s progress”, said Manuel 
Rosales, President of CCAA. 

“During the Assembly, the US 
Commerce Department—within the 
framework of one of its goals: to obtain 
10 percent of its energy from ethanol— 
made a commitment to provide direct 
consulting to countries in the region, 
in order to drive the development of 
biofuels. This is an alliance that will 
benefit both sides,” said Rosales 
during the meeting that concluded 
today, bringing together over 600 


leaders and business executives from 
Central America, the Caribbean and 
the United States. 

“Additionally, the Finpyme program 
was launched during the event, an 
initiative from the Inter-American 
Development Bank that provides 
small and medium-sized businesses 
with access to funding through local 
banks, while also extending financial 
assistance to universities so these can 
in turn facilitate technical assistance to 
SMBs”, explained Rosales. 

According to Rosales, Bruce 
Golding, Prime Minister of Jamaica, 
stated in his speech during the 
conference, “we should not only give 
people opportunities, but also the 
capacity to take advantage of these 
opportunities”. 

“It is not enough to have access to 
markets through trade agreements. 
We must penetrate these markets with 


competitive products,” highlighted 
Golding during his speech on Tuesday 
night. 

For Golding, the conference was 
the ideal framework to ask the US 
Government to renew the Caribbean 
Basin Initiative—a program expiring 
in October of next year, through 
which countries in the region obtain 
commercial advantages. 

On the other hand, Paul Dyck, 
Deputy Assistant Secretary of the 
U.S. Department of Commerce, 
extolled the positive impact of free 
trade agreements, such as the DR- 
CAFTA. These agreements contribute 
to the growth of member nations and 
to the creation of a successful front 
against the 3 Cs: China, Corruption, 
and Crime. “Statistics show that all 
current trade agreements have yielded 
clear benefits both to the economies 
and other issues in countries where the 


agreements have been signed. I believe 
this is part of a process. Anything that 
serves to improve the economy also 
helps to improve these issues.” 
CCAA’s next conference will take 
place in Miami in December 2008 The 
conference will have special emphasis 
on Health and Education issues. 

“In the area of Health, we will discuss 
programs to combat the epidemics 
that weaken the workforces in Central 
America and the Caribbean, thus 
hindering their economic development. 
In terms of Education, we will create 
an initiative focused on young 
business executives in each country 
in the region. This will promote their 
attendance and participation in the 
conference and enable them to obtain 
the most appropriate training to be 
successful in their business ventures,” 
concluded Rosales. 


Crime in the Caribbean Basin Bequires More Prevention than an Iron Hand 


MIAMI - Combating crime 
in Central America—a 
major obstacle for regional 
development—should be 
accomplished through 

government -directed 
security strategies and the 
active participation of the 


private sector and citizenry, 
analysts said during the 31st 
Caribbean-Central American 
Action Conference (CCAA), 
concluding today in this city. 

“This is about emphasizing 
prevention and control— 
instead of merely applying 


an iron hand—through the 
implementation of programs 
that involve training and 
education of community- 
based police groups, as 
well as strengthening law 
enforcement systems to foster 
respect for human rights,” said 


Diana Pardo, an analyst from 
Newlink Political consulting 
firm. Pardo was a speaker at 
the forum on violence and 
crime, which took place today 
within the framework of 
the CCAA’s annual meeting 
that brought together over 
600 leaders and business 
executives from Central 
America, the Caribbean 
and the United States, with 
the goal of analyzing and 
developing the best strategies 
to boost progress and growth 
in this region. 

According to Pardo, the key 
to crime prevention is not 
increasing the number of 
agents working the street 
beat, but rather in the quality 
of their patrolling activities. 

“The community widely 
rej ects the image of arepressive 
policeman—one who, instead 
of respect, inspires fear. The 
goal is, therefore, to train 
officers who will become 
involved in their communities, 
get close to citizens, and earn 
their neighbors’ trust,” added 
Pardo. 

Similarly, the expert believes 
that preventative policies are 
more effective than punitive 
policies in the case of gangs, 
which are afflicting in the 
region. 


“Educational programs are 
more effective in the long run 
when it come to the social 
recovery of gang members. 
Unfortunately, the region 
invests five times more in 
repressive measures than 
it does in educational or 
preventive strategies focused 
on rescuing these young 
people, derelicts of society.” 
Meanwhile, Susan Kaufman 
Purcell, director of the Center 
for Hemispheric Policy at 
the University of Miami, 
said during the forum that 
violence and crime are 
factors that have “a negative 
impact on investments, since 
multinational companies 
rather seek out nations with 
more peaceful environments, 
where their staff can feel 
safer.” 

According to the World 
Bank’s most recent research 
from its 2005 World 
Development Report, lack of 
safety is a serious obstacle to 
investments. In Latin America, 
over 50 percent of companies 
surveyed believe that crime 
hinders conducting good 
business, while in Central 
America crime and corruption 
emerged as the main problems 
against attracting new 
investments. □ 


Knowing how HIV 
is transmitted 
Is one way of 
protecting yourself. 

Hurting someone’s feelings 
will not protect yon. 


Acts of human 
kindness towards 
persons living with 
HIV or AIDS could 
make a big difference 
in their lives. 














jl 

I Bon Dia Aruba Weststraat 22 - Tel:5827800 - Fax:5827044 




CLASSIFIED IS 1 ?, , December 7, 2007 

Dockter na Warda 



Live the Dream 


H 


COLDUieU. 
BANKER □ 


I- 


ARUBA REALTY 



For Professional 
Real Estate Services, 
World-Wide Resources, 
and an Aruban Touch, 
call Coldwell Banker. 

Tel. (297) 587-8086 

Noord 40, Aruba 
www. cold wellbanker. aw 

Each office is independently owned and operated. 


MARRIOTT RESALES 


OCEAN CLUB 

GOLD WEEKS from $12,500 
PLATINUM from $17,500 

SURF CLUB 

GOLD WEEKS from $16,500 
PLATINUM from $21,750 

CALL 746-2399 

GMAC REALTY ASSOCIATE 
Aruba Sun Plaza -Suite 312 


FOR SALE 
or RENT 


By week- month or 
season 

OCEANIA PENT HOUSE 


CONDO 

Ocean & Island views 
Private rooftop & Jacuzzi. 

DIVI LINK EAGLE 

Weeks 51+52. rooftop 
private wks 5-6-7-8 
with Jacuzzi. 

Two side by side 
Units walk through 
By owner 

Aruba 744-9031 


e-mail. 

ritenow@cape.com 


MASSAGE 


PROFESSIONAL’S 
This is what your 
lookig for? 
Massage: the best 
therapeutics, relaxing 
massage from the island!! 

Any questions, call for 
more information 
568-7355 ' 


□ 



ill [D j 




Don't drink & 




ARUBA VACATION PARK 
Safest and exclusive 
Vacation park 
With automatic barrier 

own swimming pool 

FOR RENT 

By week, month or year 
Fully furnished, wifi internet 

Apartments 

VILLAS 

Starting at US $ 703 p/week 

Now you can BUY 

your own VILLA or 
Apartment on Aruba 

Designs are almost ready 
So please contact us for more 
Information 

tel. 585 0550 
www.arubavacationpark.com 



SERIOUS 

ABOUT 

SELLING/OR RENTING 
YOUR 

TIMESHARE? 

hr Realty 





Email:info@remax-itrrealty.com 
www.remax-itrrealty.com 

tt&MI taJWOtt 


COPY 


EVERY 
DAY 

ALWAYS... ON TOP OF THE NEWS! I 


Why pay more 
for Timeshare! 

When the best cost less at 
Playa Linda Beach Resort 
Sales and Resales Office. 
Now selling below 
market price. 

Weeks 18-50 
Studios as low as $4,000 
1 bdm as low as $7,000 
2bdm as low as $15,000 


CALL TODAY 


Ph: 5861000 
ext 595, 592, 859 
Fax: 5861043 

E-mail: info@plavalindasales.com 


Office Hours: Mon-Fri from 
9.30 am - 4.30 pm 

For other weeks, 
please call for price info. 


WEEKLY 

UPDATED INVENTORY 


WMW. ITR Realty 



ORANJESTAD 


Dr. Britt-Croes 


Botica na warda 

Oranjestad: 



(tyawctf INFO 

TIMESHARE RESALE 


Timeshare Resales 

DIVI PHOENIX 

Week Unit TYPE viewPrice 

45 307 1 bdr,2bath ON $ 7,000.00 

48 204 Stu ON $ 5,000.00 

46 416 2bdr P/O $ 14,000.00 

48 505 Ibdr ON $ 8,000.00 

Occidental Grand 

18/50 Platinum Junior Suite G/V $ 11,555.00 
18/26 Platinum Ibdr deluxe ON $ 17,225.00 
36/50 Platinum Ibdr deluxe ON $ 17,225.00 

La Quinta Beach Resort 

46 201 Ibdr pool $ 6,500.00 

RIU Pallace 

46 Ibdr o.f. $ 11,000.00 

PARADISE BEACH VILLAS 

48 112 IBDR GN $ 4,000.00 

49 424 IBDR P/O $ 7,500.00 

48/49 314 IBDR GN $ 11, OOO.OOboth weeks 

50 217A 2BDR P/O $ 10,000.00 



No. di Polis 
Oranjestad 
Noord 
Sta. Cruz 
Savaneta 
San Nicolas 


581- 1100 

582- 4000 
587-0009 
585-4710 
584-7000 
584-5000 


Emergency t’ 

Numbers 


Emergencia 

Polis 

Brandweer 
Brandweer II 
Tipline di Polis 
Hospital 



47 


The Arubian Resort 
1524 IBDR PN $ 4,000.00 


Oranjestad 

Ambulance 582-1234 

Warda Polis 582-4000 

BGD Oranjestad 582-8877 

San Nicolas 

Ambulance 584-5050 

Warda Polis 584-5000 

BGD San Nicolas 584-1606 

Valero Security 584-1720 

Services 


49/50 

1552 

2BDR 

$ 15,000.00 each 

Elmar 

583-3000 

51/52 

1552 

2BDR 

$ 16,000.00 each 

Informacion 

118 

48 

49 

LA CABANA BEACH & RACQUET 

109B STU ON $ 4,000.00 

209B STU ON $ 4,000.00 

Kadaster 

Serlimar 

Setar 

582-1311 

584-6456 

582-5151 

50 

137C 

IBDR 

ON $ 5,000.00 

Taxi 

582-2116 

48 

307C 

IBDR 

ON $ 5,000.00 

Web 

585-4600 

49 

409B 

STU 

ON $ 4,000.00 

Voogdijraad 

582-1262 

50 

138C 

IBDR 

P/O $ 5,000.00 

Taxi- Tas 

587-5900 

49/50 

118A 

IBDR 

P/O $ 5,000.00 each 

Bureau Sostenemi 

588-1010 


45 

49 

45 

46 
48 

50/51 

49/50 

50 

47 

48 

49 

50 
49/5 

Gold 

Gold 

Gold 


314C 
336A 
416A 
215C 
430C 


IBDR 

IBDR 

IBDR 

IBDR 

IBDR 


P/O $ 
P/O $ 
P/O $ 
ON $ 
P/O $ 


5,000.00 

5,000.00 

5,000.00 

5,000.00 

5,000.00 


Cruise Ship 


414B/C 2BDR 
426B STU 
227A IBDR 
237B STU 
109B STU 
209B STU 
137C IBDR 


101E 2BDR ON $ 

MARRIOTT OCEAN CLUB 


P/0$ 30,000.00 both weeks 
P/0$ 4,000.00 each 
ON $ 4,000.00 
ON $ 4,000.00 
ON $ 4,000.00 
ON $ 4,000.00 
GN $ 5,255.00 
10,000 each 



Ibdr o.v $ 12,000.00 
Ibdr o.f $ 17,000.00 
2bdr o.v. $ 20,000.00 


7 Island Princess 

8 Amsterdam 

9 Emerald Princess 

11 Adventure of the Seas 

12 Empress of the Seas 

Funeraria's 


MARRIOTT SURF CLUB 

Gold 2bdr GN $ 17,000.00 

Gold 2bdr O.S $ 23,000.00 

Gold 3BDR O.V $ 28,000.00 


PLAYA LINDA 

50 155 Ibdr ocea $ 6,000.00 

48 154 Ibdr pool $ 10,295.00 

COSTA LINDA BEACH RESORT 

44 2002 2BDR P/O $ 13,000.00 

47 4008 2BDR P/O $ 15,000.00 

50 3005 2BDR P/O $ 17,000.00 

More Inventory Available 

REMAX ITR REALTY. 


E-mail: info@remax-itrrealty.com 
Tel: 297-5861700/ 

Fax: 5861800/ Cellular: 5620712 
Palm Beach 186, 

Next to Wendy's Palm Beach 


AD Patres 
Del Pueblo 
Mementomori 
Zepp Wever 


584-2299 

582- 5622 

583- 3358 
582-1612 


Foundation 

Fellowship Clinic 

Tel: 584-6440 

Alcoholism & Drug Addiction, 
Anonymity guaranteed 
Fundacion Anti-Droga 
Aruba (FADA) Tel: 583-2999 

Fundacion Respetami 

Tel: 582-4433 

Fundacion Diabetico 
Arubano 

Tel: 583-3808 

Narcotics Anonymous 

Tel: 583-8989 

Fundacion Amor pa 
Prohimo 

Tel: 583-3354 / 586-6976 
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eal pleasure taking a full service exotic 

The Most recommended in Aruba 


ONLY WE PROVIDE 

o The Best petite “Look and feel” Girls in Aruba 

o Exotic massage fantasy for couples 

o Men & Women of your choice direct to you in 15 min. 

o A special 2 for 1 massage 

In call from 9 am till 12 pm out call 24/7 

Exotic red light district tours with executive transportation , 4 
a personal proctection, day tours as well as night tours availabl 


For more info call: 


567-7676 


□ R VISIT US AT OUR OFFICE AT Wl LH ELM IN ASTREET 3, DOWN TOWN 


Dona Clara Building, Local 3. We’re also at the High rise, or visit us at arubasexy.com 


a 

P 

Y 

u 
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IN & OUT CALI 
.FREE PICKUP^ 


® Safe Tours to the Red light -Jl 
D istrict with private guide: ' 
a A3 Hours tour includes a 
T FREE Bottle of Wine 

Yap Yum • Yap Yum • Yap Yum • Yap Yum * Yap 


The First & Only Legal One on Aruba Since 1997 

Yap Yum 


24 Hours Straight Service 
f 7 Days a Week ANYTIME 




; * We Guarantee 
yf Quality , Service v Jy p 
& Reliability l 

\ http://www.yapyum.com V rr 


Yum • Yap Yum 



Exclusive Exciting Massage 

Beautiful Latin girls 
Servingman, 

woman, couples! ^ 

[ *37® umiM Sootem? &ssn® <Mm 


Call: 561-7819 
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EAVEIM 


V' 


H EAVEIM 

AII for you 


Massage Service 


Simply The One YOU Need In ARUBA 


^/cel the passion/ 

^Cor those who wont to experience massage fantasg 

Service 24 hours 
Special massage 
Out call & incall service 
Beautiful girls 

Serving Man, Woman, Couples 

Looking for companionship while in Aruba 



561-5515 




APUbfl #1 


_PW«LD MSI 

-- Massage service 

LETS US OlVt YOU THE bEST COMPAIHOIISAIP WHILE 
^ AERE 111 PARADISE! 


we sm 

dost m 



Wf DO SPEAK mm 

D COUPLES 
I PPIVflTf TPIPS 


in flHD OUT CALL 
fPff PICK-UP 

Call Us 56^7007 



"Top 



Monday thru Saturday 
10 am. till 12 midnight 
Sunday 6pm till 12 pm 


ThelONLY/Adult Shops on the Island 


2 Minute Walk from your Hotel 
Sale & Rental of 5000 DV Djitles 
Performance Prod 1 -* 

Z , Adult! 

, / x-Magazii 

5MasYa g eToils| 

Bernardstr. 119 S.N. Tel: 584-4669 

Pi dos piso next to Burger King _ 

Palm Beach 33-B Tel: 586-6900 


























































Bolivia: 


ARUBA HOYIKJf. 


Friday, December 7, 2007 


Morales llamara a elecciones si pierde referendo revocatorio 


LA PAZ (AFP) - El presidente 
de Bolivia, Evo Morales, 
llamara a elecciones 

presidenciales anticipadas si 
pierde el referendo revocatoria 
de su mandato, declaro este 
jueves a la cadena televisiva 
internacional Telesur. 

“Si revocan mi mandato 
llamaremos a elecciones 
generates anticipadas de 

inmediato”, dijo Morales, que 
se apresta a enviar al Congreso 
un proyecto de ley sobre el 
mecanismo de consulta. 
Morales planted el miercoles 
a los nueve gobemadores del 
pais someterse a un referendo 
revocatorio de sus mandatos 
para poner fin a la crisis en el 
pais, en el que tambien pondria 
en juego su propia investidura 
presidencial. 

Segun el vocero presidencial 
Alex Contreras, para revocar 
el mandato de Morales sera 


necesario que el ‘No’ obtenga 
un voto mas que los reunidos en 
las elecciones presidenciales 
de 2005. 

Morales y su partido, el 
Movimiento Al Socialismo 
(MAS), ganaron las elecciones 
generates de diciembre de 
2005 con 1.544.374 (54%) 
de los sufragios, segun datos 
oficiales de la Corte Nacional 
Electoral (CNE). 

La consulta tendra la misma 
mecanica para los nueve 
prefectos de Bolivia, dijo. En 
la entrevista, Morales volvio 
a insistir en “la conspiracion 
contra el gobiemo” que 
“encabeza la embajada de 
Estados Unidos”. 

Los gobemadores bolivianos 
opositores (Santa Cmz, Beni, 
Tarija, Pando y Cochabamba) 
recibieron con desconfianza 
la propuesta de Morales de 
someter su mandato a un 



Presidente boliviano Evo Morales durante un mensaje televisado a la nacion el 5 de diciembre de 
2007 en Palacio Quemado, La Paz. Foto:AIZAR RALDES/AFP 


LA PAZ (AP) - Centenares 
de pobladores de la ciudad 
oriental de Riberalta 
apedrearon el jueves un 
avion militar venezolano, 
obligaron a su rapido 
despegue ante intentos 
de bloquear la pista del 
aeropuerto local, y luego a 
la huida de la policia militar 
que habia protegido la nave, 
informaron el gobiemo y 


despachos de prensa. 

El viceministro de Gobierno 
Marcos Farfan dijo que el 
incidente tambien supuso 
la agresion de uno de los 
militares venezolanos que 
bajo del avion y que fue 
“secuestrado y maltratado” 
por la turba cuando intentaba 
alejarse en una camioneta 
que tambien fue incendiada 
por los atacantes. La Policia 


rescato al uniformado. 

El ministro de la Presidencia 
Juan Ramon Quintana dijo 
en meda de prensa que el 
ataque al avion, un Hercules 
C-130, forma parte de un 
clima de “intimidacion, 
crispacion, que han 
emprendido las fuerzas de 
derecha en el pais” contra 
el gobiemo.□ 


referendo revocatorio. 

Para la oposicion el referendo 
seria una alternativa a la 
Asamblea Constituyente, 
que esta por aprobar una 
Carta Magna que no ha sido 
consensuada y que es repudiada 
en seis departamentos, pero el 
gobierno no se hizo eco de 
este pedido, y por el contrario 
confirmo este jueves que 
revocatoria y Constituyente 
son dos escenarios distintos y 


no vinculantes. 

Al contrario, el proceso 
concluira el 14 de diciembre 
“porque son dos cosas 
diferentes”, dijo el vocero 
Contreras. La labor de la 
Asamblea Constituyente, 
que tiene plazo hasta el 14 
de diciembre para entregar el 
nuevo texto constitucional, 
esta fuertemente cuestionada y 
la reanudacion de sus sesiones 
en entredicho.Q 


Dominicana y Canada Iniciaran 
negociaciones para un TIC 


SANTO DOMINGO (AP) - Republica 
Dominicana y Canada iniciaran el lunes 
negociaciones para la firma de un tratado de 
fibre comercio (TLC), anuncio el jueves la 
Camara de Comercio Dominico-Canadiense. 
Ambas naciones llevaran a cabo al menos 
cinco rondas de negociaciones y la primera esta 
pautada para efectuarse del 10 al 14 de diciembre 
en Ottawa, la capital de Canada, informo el 
presidente de la Camara de Comercio, Eduardo 
Dominguez-Imbert. En el primer encuentro 
se trataran temas relacionados a la propiedad 
intelectual, acceso a mercado, trato nacional y 
desgravacion arancelaria, obstaculos tecnicos 
al comercio, medidas de emergencias, comercio 


transitorio, telecomunicaciones, inversion y 
compras gubernamentales, entre otros. 

“Esas relaciones comerciales, que datan de mas 
de 50 anos, dentro de poco se veran regidas 
por leyes beneficiarias para ambas naciones”, 
manifesto Dominguez-Imbert. 

El acuerdo con Republica Dominicana se 
basara en el TLC ya existente entre Canada 
y Costa Rica, “pero con un alcance mayor”, 
agrego. Domiguez-Imbert manifesto que 
Republica Dominicana estara representado por 
una delegacion presidida por el subsecretario 
de Relaciones Exteriores para Asuntos 
Economicos y Negociaciones Comerciales, 
Juan Giuliani Cury.Q 


Pobladores apedrean avion 
militar venezolano en Bolivia 
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Aruba’s #1 Adult Shop 



With the largest assortment of: 
Adult Toys / Magazines 
XXX DVD / VHS 
Lingerie / Massage Lotions 
and much more. 


Waterweg 1, Downtown Mainstreet on the corner 
behind Wulfsen & Wulfsen. 

Open Mon- Sat from 2:00pm - 10:00pm. Tel: 582-6932 
email :hot-spot-aruba@setarnet. aw 



FAVI FUNDACION 
CU VISION" 
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Friday, December 7, 816 1 ADVERTISEMENT 


AMAZING 

- INTERNATIONAL CUISINE - 

OPEN FOR LUNCH & DINNER 



Whether you fancy a delicious seafood dish or a good, old fashioned steak, Amazing has it all. 
The restaurant in San Nicolas offers a wide variety of your favorite dishes. 


TAPA MADNESS 




‘a -' ' y 

Fridays 1 

9 

• 

• 


Famous tapas from the Mediterranean to the Caribbean; over30 tapas and 15 pastries to choose from. 

All you can eat for $27.95 + services charge 


CHAMPAGNE BRUNCH 


Sundays 



A la carte Champagne Brunch: choose your favourite appetizers, main courses, desserts, and go back and 
forth as many times as you wish. The FREE-flowing champagne is complimentary. $ 27.95 + service charge. 


JUST AWESOME! 


Open from I 1:30 am - I 1:00 pm, six days a week. Closed on Mondays 
For reservations please call 584-3131. B v/d Veen Zeppenfeldstraat 15 (mainstreet) San Nicolas 


















